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PREFACE. 

THE fekaioD here oflcred Uie 
public is mcrmiifladon from the 
French ; and Aich a one as, while it 
amufes the rnind^ will not dd>afe cfac 
heart. The mixture of the humor* 
ouSt the fatiric, the ferious, and the 
tragic* will prevent lafiitude i and* 
fliould the Reader complain of duU 
ncfs, in the following volumes* he 
will feel very differently from the 
Tranflaton The Apologues and 
Talcs, from the Abbe Blanchet* 
have great meriti particularly Taci- 
turnity, and the Dean of Badajoz i 
the latter is> indeed, a mafter-piece* 
The name of De Florian is become 
ToL. L i famous 
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famous in French literature. The 
talcs by him, here infcrted, were 
fome of his firft effays ; and, though 
they are tranflated by another hand, 
and have been publi(bed fome time, 
our's having been Hill longer tran- 
flated, and with a licence which we 
think abfolutely requifite, for the 
difference of manners exifting be- 
tween French and Englifh readers, 
we have no fcruple in prefenting 
them to the world. We pretend not 
to affumc or infinuate fuperiority 5 
thofe who Ihall think a comparifon 
worthy their trouble and attention 
will judge and decide for themfelves. 
The Chevalier de Florian pofleffcs 
great invention and feeling, as his 
laft work, Numa Pompilius, moft 
powerfully evinces: it was an effort 
ef genius fcarcely to be hoped, and 
little indeed expefted^ 

The 
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The fdcdioos from the Pit.^ 
iMierefmUs^ of M. dc bPlace» hive 
contributed to the Tirtety of our 
mifcelUny. The hiftorical rtktkw 
of the efcape of young Caumont 
interefts and affefts the more forcU 
bly by being founded od fad % and 
foj for the fame reafon, do the an- 
ecdote of cowardice in a brave 
officer^ and the revenge of the 
courtezan. The ftory of Ofakoi 
feems to be fadt embellilhed by 
fancy. The credulity of the famous 
Marivaux is not only curious in it* 
fclf but more fo "by being related of 
a man of fo much wit and geniu<« 

There are, however, feveral an- 
ecdotes and ftories, related as fafls, 
in the Pieces Inter efanles, which 
prove M. dc la Place was not him- 
fcjf wholly exempt from this foible ; 
a 2 (wc 
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(we mean credulity) of which there 
cannot be a ftronger proof than the 
ftory he telJs of the Earl of Stairs 
and his anceftor; who^ it is there 
pretended, beheaded Charles the 
Firft, This fame ridiculous and 
gloomy ftory is made equally ridicu- 
lous and more gloomy by Monfieur 
-d'Arnaud, who gives it in his 
Delajfemens de P Homme Jenfible. Is it 
poffible thefe gentlemen could be- 
lieve what they have related ? 

In juftice to the memory of 
Fielding, and the firft work of its 
fpecies that ever invention framed, 
we cannot help remarking, in this 
place, a very weak and impertinent 
criticifm, inferted in the Pieces Infer- 
ijfantes, on the novel of Tom Jones. 
M. de la Place by printing this 
criticifm on, or, rather, abufe . of. 

Fielding 
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Fielding and the Englifh nation, 
which is in the form of a letter, 
written to himfelf by one of his 
friends, proves he thought himfelf 
fuperior to the original author, or 
at lead that he had infinitely im* 
proved his work. 

Letter to M. de la Place 
concerning the Novel of Tom 
Jones. 

" ON the happy boundaries of 
/^ the empire of Tafte, mutinous 
*' fpirits. Sir, may be found that 
" rebel againftits authority; which 
** is no great matter of aftonilhment. 
" Among the moft polilhed nations, 
*' barbarians are to be met. But 
" that a whole people, who long 
" have cultivated letters, who have 
•• enriched themfelves with the trea- 
** fures of Athens, Rome and Paris, 
J^ Ihould never yet have produced 
a 3 ** a work 



C vi ] 

** a work of amufcment, worthy of 
'* real and true tafte, is a pheno- 
" menon that will be difficult to 
" account for ! Muft. the Englifli, 
** becaufe they are jealous of their 
** liberties, extend them to their 
•* mode of writing ? Do they fup- 
«« pofc Ariftotle, Horace, Quin- 
** tilian and Boilcau, legiflators fo 
'* wife, have been guilty of inno- 
«* vations ? The form of their books 
** (I know not whether they will 
*' pardon me the parallel) refem- 
•* bles that of their government, 
«* and brings to recollection the 
" three powers that mingle and 
^' unite at Weftminfter, Royal 
" Majefty is reprefented by the 
" fublime traits which fometimes 
•« efcape them; the houfc of Peers 
•« by the noble fentiments they 
^« exprcfs; the Commons, who are 

" the 
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•^^ the mod numerous^ by the trifles 
" which they amufe thcmfelves 
*' with defcribing, the trivial ideas 
'^ which they want the knowledge 
** to rejeft, and the meannefs of the 
*' originals they prefenc us* Their 
** mount ParnafTus is another mount 
*' .^tna^ which vomits forth flames^ 
^' a(hes and fmoke, 

" The Hiftory of Tom Janes, of 
'*. which. Sir, you have given us 
^' rather an imitation than a tranf- 
** lation, is a proof of my aflertioir. 
** The novel, in Engli(h, is as 
^* voluminous as that of Pamela, 
*• Clarifla, or Grandifon ; is divided 
" into eighteen books, each of 
** which is preceded by a differ'- 
*' tation, on fonie fubjeft of litera- 
" ture or morality, for the moft part 
** foreign to the talc. The fame 
a 4 ^' pedan* 
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.*' pedantic tafte is predominant in 
'• the body of the work, and often 
*' interrupts the action at the very 
«* moment when it is moft in hafte, 
•• and moft interefting. 

• " You, Sir, have enriched our 
*' language with this new produc- 
•* tion of the Englifli, which your 
" good tafte has reduced near one 
*' half; you felt how much thefe 
** prefaces and individual treatifes 
*« deface and confufe a work of this 
•* kind, where, as in a tragedy or 
^' conjedy, inftead of retarding and 
** rendering- the afFedting tale lan- 
^^ guid and cold, we ought to pro- 
*^ ceed with rapidity and enthufiafm 
** to the denouement, 

** Continue, Sir, to prove, by 
f*. new examples, equally ufeful and 

'* agreeable, 
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" agreeable, that, when a perform- 
*^ ance of this kind comes from 
^* an EngliOi pen, it contdns ma* 
f^ teriais that may be formed into 
<« a good work ; but that, either 
** through the want of tafte, or 
^* want of method, thefe good En- 
*• gli(hmen have never yet beei| 
** able to attain, this perfe^oa 
** themfelves. 

" I have the honor to be, &c- 
November^ ^75^* 

« P. S. A man of undoubted 
** talle, but fomewhat fcvere^ faid,, 
** one day, on this occafion, and 
*' particularly on account of their 
** extreme prolixity, that Englifli- 
*• men, when they took up the pen,. 
" indemnified themfelves . for the 
" icy taciturnity they prefcrve in 
^ the common affairs of life." * 



as 
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The vanity, the prefumption, 
and the impertinence of this letter, 
dcfcrves no other reprehenGon than 
what every man, of true tafte, to 
whom the author of it appeals, wiU 
immediately beftow, be he French" 
or EngHlh. It would fcarcely be un- 
fair to prefume that neither his 
friend, the letter writer, ©or the 
tranflator himfelf, had ever read 
Tom Jones and Clarifla, when the 
one could write and the other print 
a letter in which it is aflerted they 
are equally voluminous f Had he 
modeftly aflerted that the prefatory 
chapters, however beautiful in them- 
fclvcs, were Judicioufly omitted, in 
a tranflation, no Engliihxnan would 
have thought either his nation or 
good fenfc infulted. Bur, with fuch 
Jclf-fuflBciency and ignorance^ to 
fpeak with contempt like this of a 

pCF- 



performance wlica noc aO as6q*jhT, 
nor Paris to boot, can pro do ce ia 
equal, is fiirrly ddcrriog diac le- 
proof which we hare gooe cbus 
far out of our way cog^re. 

As another iofiaoce c^the credM^jy 
of M. de la Place, we (hall traoflate 
the foUowuig anecdote^ which he 
bimfelf gravely relates of Hogjuik 
and Garrick.. 

'^ Hoganh> the intimate friend 
*' of Fielding, was inconfolable for 
^' not having been able, during the 
^ life of the latter, to perfuade him 
^' to fit for his portrait. One morn*- 
*^ ing, as the painter, alone, in his 
*^ chamber, was at work on tht 
" drapery and acceflary parts of the 
" portrait of the Duchcfs of ■ ■* 
'^ be heard a voice, coming from tht 
ft 6 "drawing* 
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" drawing-room door, like that of 
'^ the deceafed Fielding, who, in a 

** hollow tone, called Hogarth ! 

*^ %eome and paint we! The.artifl*, 
*^ who was no great believer in 
'* ghofts, reflefted for a moment, 
** laughed, and continued his work ; 
" but, prefently after, the fame voice 
** was heard, repeating the fame 
/^ words, fo as , to convince him 
^' that the firft invitation was not fo 
^^ chimerical as he had imagined. 
" Not knowrng what to think, and 
*' fuppofing fomebody was endea- 
*• yoring to play him a trick, he 
" haftily rofe, opened the drawing- 
*' room door, and ftarted back, 
** terrified, thinking he abfolutely 

^* faw Fielding, who faid Fear 

** nothing my friend % thy regret has 
** reriched me : make hafte^ take my 
•* likene/s, far I cannot Ji ay here abcve 
** a quarter of an bonr. 

« Not- 



^ NotvitULncEag ax isrzrjst 
<« which a wtpa^rsaoot z^ p^^^ 
^ might cKryfyytj 2=d tJLc ^sr of 
^^ fome crick bei=:g P'^^^re:^ i:m» 
*' to have a lang^ ac i^ 
*^ which grcady 
** plcafure at mccring fa did fecaad^ 
'< Hogarth ftiUhaddK cowi^w 
'^ draw the oodioe of his figont; 
«* and fo much to die famfaftaoB 
'^ of the phantom that it fiSd ■ 
'« r^/^ 19^ Hsggrfb! FmrnceH, 
'^ //li^^ /i&jr vcrk^ ha, U kavhig tbt 
<' room^ brzvart tbou dqfi 9§t lotk 
«' hackl 

^' Returning to his own chamber, 
'* the painter, though flill much 
'^ affeded, could not, on confidera- 
*' tion, long fuppoie this advcRiure 
*^ fupernatural. He rang his belU 
^\ and interrogated his ferrants, 

« con- 



C XIV ] 

" concerning who had bceh ad- 
** mitted, at an hour previous to 
•♦ that in which he ufed to receive 
*' company, but could not trace 
^^ the leaft circumftance on which 
** to found fufpicion. Thinking, if 
^' he explained himfelf too far, 
** the fear of ghofts might feize his 
•* fervants, or he himfelf, perhaps, 
•* might become the objeft of ridi- 
•« cule, he fent them away, and left 
*« it to time to bring this interefting 
•« affair to light. But the more he 
•• looked on the portrait of his 
** friend the greater he thought 
<^ the likenefs. He did not finifh it, 
•• not daring to rely too much on 
** his own judgment, but deter- 
*• mined to place it among other 
" of his new works, fo that the 
" vifitors might fte it, who, rooft 
** of them, had known Fielding, 

«* How. 
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•* How great was his furprife and 
*' fatisfadion when he faw the 
*^ general and inftant fenfation it 
*' produced, and the praifes which 
•* werebcftowed on it by all the bcft 
*• connoifleurs in London. Not- 
** withftanding the pleafure this 
*' (Irange fuccefs gave him, Ho- 
** garth retained a kind of inquie- 
*' tude concerning the ftrange man- 
^^ ncr in which this likeneft had 
" been obtained ; and, having ex- 
** adkcd the moft profound fecrecy, 
** he ventured, fome months after^ 
•* to confult his friend Garrick on 
" the afF^r, for whom, tilJ then, he 
" had never had any fccrets. What 
** was the new aftoniftiment of the 
** artift when this celebrated co- 
** median told him that, havings 
•^ like him, long regreted the want 
** of a portrait of Fielding, he had 

« put 
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^ put this little artiBce in praftice 
^^ for their mutual confolation ! , 
** However univerfally known the 
^' peculiar powers Garrick poiTefled 
*^ of changing his voice and coun*- 
." tenance, conformable to the cha- 
'* rader he meant to reprefent, 
*' might be^ and although Hogarth 
^* himfelf was^ from his ftudies in 
•' painting, one of the ador*s greateft 
*' admirers, he could not conceive 
'^ how Garrick, excellent as he was 
<^ at mimicry, had been able, not 
•* only to deceive him fo far, but, 
" to get into his drawing-room*, 
*' without the knowledge of any 
•* one of his fervants, of whofe 
•* veracity Hogarth thought him- 
** felf certain. 

" The manner in which the co^ 
y median removed bis doubts was 

!' by 
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•' by going, the nest ixf^ 
** playing the btoc fccne^ after 
^^ which he owned he had bdbre 
*^ obtained entrance by the means 
** of an old fervanr, lately dead, and 
'' whom, while liTing, he had pro* 
^* mifed not to betray. Hog;ardi 
*' now well convinced of the obli- 
^* gation he owed Garrick, whcfi: 
^' prodigious memory, obfiprration^ 
'* and pliancy of countenance 
^^ could thus imitate a nun who 
^^ had been dead eight years, in- 
^* treated him never to mention 
" this adventure; at leaft, not dur- 
" ing Hogarth's life ; and Garrick 
f ' religioully kept his word. 

•* After the death ot Hogarth, 
" in 1764, Garrick, with^his ami* 
^* able lady, came to Paris, where 
^' he pailed fome months in all thofp 

•* agree- 
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^* agreeable pleafures which his 
" cheerful temper, politenefs, and 
" gentlencfs of manners, made fo 
*' juflly his due. 

*' The tranflator, <?r, rather^ the 
*' imitator *, of Tom Jones, who had 
" long been acquainted with him, 
" and was proud of being ranked 
'* among his friends, was converf- 
" ing one evening with him, when 
•* the converfation happening to 
*^ turn on Fielding, Garrick, who 
•' had juft received a complete 
** edition of his works, fent for a 
^' fct of them, which he intreated 
" M. de la Place to accept. In 
^^ |he front of the edition was the 
•• portrait of Fielding, on which 

* It is not his friend^ the letter writer, 
but M. de la Place himfelf, who fpeaks 
here. 

" the 



'' the tranflator was looking with 
•* great attention and intereft, wheo 
•• Garrick, beginning to laugh, rc- 
** lated the above anecdote^ and 
^ liow he himfelf gave birth to this 
** portrait. 

'* M. de la Place, who was i>e- 
^* fore acquainted with the pro- 
'^ digious mimic powers of Garrick, 
^* as were many other per(bns ia 
^* Paris, fo little doubted the truth 
^* of the anecdote that, happening 
^* to dine next day with the late 

« M. Ch ^ Intendant of the 

" Finances, he related it to the com- 
'* pany, who were highly amufcd : 
•* fome among them, however, and, 
•* particularly, the, matter of the 
•* houfe, fcemed to doubt its truth, 

^* A few days after M. Ch fald 

^ to the narrator, we fliall Tome of 

" us 
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** us pay a vifit to the Palais Royale 
" tormorrow; the weather is cold 
" (it was in the beginning of Ja- 
'* nuary) and, as you live in that 
^ quarter^ I will call in upon you, 
*« warm myfclf, and you will, then, 
•« (hew me this famous portrait of 
5' Fielding. 

^* This was fpoken ironically, and 
'* M. dc la Place, being piqued, 
" immediately went to Garrick, 
'• who, as immediately, promifcd 
•• him, which he, indeed, had fore- 
^ feen, to be at his houfe the next 
^ day, at the appointed hour, and 
" cure M. Ch of his incre- 

" 4ulity. 

'* Accordingly, on the morrow, 

<* M, Ch , ftanding with hid 

t^ back to the door and warming 

V himlclf 



** himielf at the fire^ was looking 
^^ through his glafs at the porcrak 
^ of Fielding, and laughing at the 
** eafjr belief of the ftciy-teller, 
^^ when a cracked voices coming 
<< from behind aicreeo, tzid^Lo^ 
** this witf and behold F'ulMngbimfelf! 

^< It 18 impofl^le to paint the 
** furprife, or the fpecies of terror, 
** which feized on M.Ch«—^ when 
«* he faw a head, over the icreen, 
** the very original of the portrait 
'' he was holding in his hand ! 
^^ This fcene concluded by an equal 
^^ profufion of compliments and 
** embraces on the part of M. Ch — j 
^^ who, in his turn, was in wonder* 
<< ful hafte to go and tell the ftory 
^^ to all his acquaintance/' 

The 
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The Parifians, mefry-hcart3, love - 
ftory-telling. A hungry Chevalier 
would dine for a month on the a- 
bove anecdote; nay, two, if he had 
\*it; as hungry Chevaliers often 
have. Yet it feenis a little flrange 
that M. de la Place fhould give 
fuch implicit faith to this tale, when^ 
in the very edition Garrick prc- 
fented him, an account fo totally 
different is given, in Murphy's life 
of Fielding, of the manner of ob- 
taining this portrait. A good ftory 
and truth arc two very different 
things ; and we well know Garrick 
loved to tell a good ftory: efpecially 
when he himfelf was the hero. 
Great men have great foibles; 
vanity was Garrick's ; but it was 
generally a diverting vanity. His 
powers of mimicry were certainly 
iftonifhing; a grotcfque likenefs of 

the 
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the features of Fielding, it is more 
than probable, he could aflfume : byt 
that little David could perfonate the 
Goliath Fielding, who was above 
fix feet high, and thus deceive the 
cautious infidel Hogarth, requires 
all the faith of M. de la Place to 
believe* 

Thisjocofe fubjeft has led us a 
little out of our way. We have 
only to add, in addition to the ac« 
count of the pieces we have fclec- 
ted, that the Novel, by M. Saint 
Lambert, and the Dramatic Tale, 
by M. Bret, will, we prefume, the 
latter efpecially, give our readers 
fatisfadion. 

We muft likewife remark, we have 
occafionally departed from the' text. 
If we thus have enfeebl^l the tale» 

if 
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if by interpolation we have injured 
the work, we are undoubtedly guilty, 
and mud fo be pronounced from the 
juft tribunal of unbiaflcd criticifm* 
Should an indidiment like this be 
preferred, we (hall willingly plead, 
becaufe we hope to prove our inno- 
cence. We have fometimcs wilfully 
departed from the author, but our 
intent, at lead, has been good, and 
we truft to the liberality of our 
readers not to be accufed of igng- 
rance precifely there, where we ima- 
gine we are moft ^cfcrving of 
praife. 
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APOLOGVL : 

HTMAK LEAirirc* 

Dab5CHi:li>::, il:rg of tr/*:Ir^ 

large, that it rc-^ui-ed a h:.r.d:^ 
Bratnins to rrrhe and keep it in or- 
der, and a thoijfaiid droirjecantrs to 
carry the books. As he tad no in- 
tention to read all it cont2.:D^d, he 
commanded his Bramins to irakc 
extrads from it, for his ufc, of what- 
ever they judged moft valuable ia 
every branch of literature. Thefe 
doctors immediately undertook to 
Vol. I. B form 
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form fuch an abridgment, and, after 
twenty years labor, compofed from 
their feveral colleQ:ions a fmall En- 
cyclopedia, confifting of twelve thou- 
fand volumes, which thirty 'camels 
could fcarceJy carry. They had the 
honor to prefent this to the King, but 
were aftonifhed to hear him fay he 
would not read a work which was a 
load for thirty camels. They then 
reduced ' their extrafts fo that they 
might be carried by fifteen, after- 
wards by ten, then by four, and then 
by two dromedaries. At laft, no 
more were left than were fufficient to 
load a mule of ordinary fize. Un- 
fortunately, Pabfchelim had grown 
old while his library was abridging, 
.and did not expedt to live long 
enough to read to the end, this maf- 
icr-piece of learning. The fage Pil- 
pay, his Vifir, therefore thus ad- 
drcflcd him. Though I have but 

an 
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an iaifcrfcft knowlcdi'/- nl iij<- I. 
brarj' of your fLibllinc M^yi'^ )«• 
can I make a kind oi itn.ii;. ir </ 
what it contains i vrry liivtt, i .»' 
extremely ufrfLil. Vuu iii:iv t«.i ' »• 
in a minute, yei will i« :)n.;f: »;• 
fufiicient matter fui n)«ni: .t mm. .,..; 
ing your wliol^- life. A* li.' i'.m.' 
time the Vifjr ityjk (Jm i».i^ <;! .• 
palm-tree and \vt»;u* <ft. v , v. •« 
pencil of gold, tiic ivur i'.:.vv».// ' 
maxims. 

I. In tiijt i^r^atT! pi-** </ l^f^f** 
there is otuy tljr i-:!-.' v.«/«' y^ 

i^/>J ; }u J.l i>:: '/: " 'j t' ' • «^-* 

Phrafe' : j ii^;/ tfv-t^ v^*/" * v.. » 
WTetciiedj ::i'r. d;' '. 

31. Ta^^ :m-/.. ' :: .' • y 
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Think nothing but what is true, and( 
utter not all you think. 

III. O ye kings ! fubdue your paf- 
fions, reign over yourfelves, and 
you will confider the government 
of the world only as recreation. 

IV. O ye Kings ! O ye Nations ! 
liften to a truth you never can hear 
too often, and of which fophifts 
pretend to doubt. There is no 
happinefs without virtue, and no 
virtue without the fear of the Gods. 
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APOLOGur n 

EVIL COrJ^SIXllIL. 

A Learned dor.or, r^^Tirr; Saii^ 
appointed, bj lie ii.rrsT; of 
Carizma, to fupcnntead the ccacs- 
tion of his fon, had orders to cctsr- 
tain his pupil every daj witk a t-prr^ 
proper to form the ma&Ders cc 2 
young prince. Ifc, 00c dar, re- 
lated the foUowiDg, which is taken 
frooi the Perfian annalsy but which 
will not therefore fcem Ids incre- 
dible. 

A magician once appeared at the 
court of king Zohak, and perform* 
edy in the prefence of that monarch 
and his attendants^ feveral miracles, 
to his great aftoniihment and de« 
light. King of kings, faid the en* 
B 3 chADtcr 
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chanter, thefe are but the amufc- 
ments of my art, and fcarcely wor- 
thy your attention; but if you will 
permit me to blow twice into your 
car, you Ihali immediately behold 
a prodigy truly wonderful. Per- 
milTion was granted, and Zohak 
Lad no fooner complied bur, after 
fome involuntary vertigos, he felt 
within liis body an extraordinary 
motion, more violent than painful, 
which ended in the fudden eruption 
of two ferpents heads, near the re- 
gion of the heart. Perfidious wretch ! 
cried the king, what haft thou done ? 
How has thy impure breath pro- 
duced, within my entrails, thefe de- 
vouring monfters. Fear nothing, 
replied the magician, but return me 
thanks for the precious gift of which 
you know not the value. Thefe two 
ferpents arc a certain pledge of the 

happinefs 
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of your reign. All cit^*>:i- 
pcafing their hunger ar/w Tj'::',,. 
them with that iuoc vrfu'-u «*....•: 
they will accept. Swkc^ iiviu ir.,!-: 
to time, a numUt-r of votiJ iw^Jv.. ; 
whom you may take iio:/. tii^r i^x^ir:: 
clafs of tlie ptopk-,' wiu. Ui-.ir L*-:.. 
yjou muft uuunfn tijele Ciiviijt i».;.- 
mals, and alTuage tueir tuirll vmc-. 
their blood. Above all uciUaf u 
a dcfpicable and tiaf-gerou c-.j.- 
paffion. Remember ti^at v^;^a♦ ;..' 
fords you pleafure irijft b*; jo! , «.i : 
thatroyalt}' ii. not woru *»' -. i a ^r 
unlefs k.\u'^\ nruy, vviici. t;,' c .. . , 
do irijury lo o^ler iiit. /. .... 
>was,atfirP^ teiri'i':'.'. at i^is ( -^:-.'. i.. *-r 
counfel, bur, Iiiicc he v, i--. a:---.>icL. i/.-i 
happinefl ccpei^uic on iuiiowlnj i^, 
he did not ion^; hcTiuitc, and ibon 
fuund his inhunianiiy become a plea- 
B ^ iurc. 
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fure. The hunger of the two mon- 
fters, which grew from his body, 
became his own; and while they fatis- 
fied their cruel appetite he experi- 
enced, as he faid, a delicious fenfa- 
tion. He paid no regard to the cries 
and te?irs, the blood or lives, of his 
unhappy fubjeds. He only con- 
fidercd his people as (heep, deftined 
to be facrificed to his abfurd extra- 
vagancies; while they, in their turn, , 
regarded Zohak as a monfter, let 
loofe to devour them ; till, at length, 
their fufFerings overcoming their 
timidity, they arofe againft their ty- 
rant, tore him from the throne he 
had prophaned, and imprifoned him 
in a frightful cavern in the moun- 
tains of Damavend. There, deferted 
by all but his two ferpents, the mer- 
cilefs Zbhak became the viftim of 

their 
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their vonclty, which he could no 
longer (atisfr. 

What a horrible talc h this! 
cried the youog Prince, as ibon as 
his preceptor had concluded : for 
heavens fake relate -another which I 
may hear without Ihoddcring.«-^ 
Willingly, my lord, replied Siiheb; 
the following is very finsple and 
very ihort. 

A young fultan repofcd all his 
confidence in an artful and corrupt 
eunuch. Thi& wicked favorite fJkd 
his mind with faife ideas of the glory 
and happinefs of kings j he in.pircd 
him with pride and a love for luxu- 
rious effeminacy, thofe parents cf 
every crime. To the gratification 
of thefe wretched pafSons the young 
monarch facrificedthe intcrcfts of his 
B 5 people- 
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people. He conddered it as his 
glory to defpife mankind, and his 
happinefs to render others miferable. 
What was the confequence of fuch 
condudt ? He loft his crown, his trea- 
fures, and his flatterers; nothing re- 
mained but his pride and effeminacy ; 
and, notpofleffing the means to grati- 
fy thefe, he died, inflamed with rage 
and overwhelmed with fhame. 

The prince of Carizma wa^ not 
totally diflatisfied with this laft ftory. 
I like this, faid he, much better than 
the other. It is lefs horrible and dif- 
gufting. Alas ! my lord, replied his 
preceptor, it is the very fame. 
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APOLOGUE ML 

ENVY. 

THESanton Bazarlu^ duiioij tlio 
whole Ramazan took no icj^alt 
till after fun-fet^ and then aliovwd 
himfclf only a fini^lc raifui. 

He wrote on the wall of hi*; cHl th^ 
fublime monofy llablr, Hou *, ^it'- con- 
tinual fubjeft of !iis IwdtldU*^:,^ ;,,,/! 
prayed inapoftutfr lo iiini.<;v< .l;.* ^ 
that the birds, inia:/iuif)<5 i.:.t. a 
ftatae, came and j^cr ii«<i u;, m. i \ 
head. Yet vviis it k-i*; iils ) '.'.'/ in- 
wards God than hit, c!iaii') i'j nr n 
that rendered hiin ij ci uj«iv<: 
throughout Natolla. I i\t Lci n,i' . ^><- 
was the refuge of iu^t uv/.oniii.diK u..i 
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penitent. Whatever calamities an3r 
one fufFered, or with whatever crimes 
his confcience reproached him, if he 
but vifited the good Santon, he re- 
turned home comforted. An inha- 
bitant of Smyrna, went one day to 
his cell, and thus addreffed -him. 

Santon I I am poor, yet fhould I 
bear my poverty with patience could 

1 but fee my brother as poor as my felf: 
b\it with him every thing profpers, 
and he receives the gifts of heaven 
in fuch profulion that I burft with 
rage and envy. This is not all: I am 
hated anddefpifed while thisfortunate 
brother enjoys the eftcem of the pub- 
lic, and the friendfliip of every wor- 
thy pcrfon. — Wherever I go I am 
conftrained to hear the hated enco- 
mium of his virtues, nay am even 
forced to admire and applaud them 
myfclf. O Santon, I am the moft 

wretched 
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wretched of men, pray for xne;^ and 
give me comfort, if in your poivcr* 

Thefe complauots were the firft the 
good Santon had ever heard without 
pity. Fly, faid he, with holy ixidig- 
natioo, fly, far from my fight, thoa 
enemy of all gpod. Hell akoe can 
comfort thee $ fioce thoa cao'fi deBir 
the Deity to with«hold his bkOIngs 
from thy brother, and cooldfl delight 
to fee him mifeiable and wicked* 



AP Or 
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APOLOGUE IV. 

REVENGE. 

THE favorite of a Sultan threw a 
ftone at a poordervife who had 
requefted an alms. The infulted San- 
ton dared not to complain, but care- ' 
fully fearched for and prcferved the 
pebble, promifing himfclf he fhould 
find an opportunity fooner or later to 
throw it in his turn^ at this imperious 
^nd pitilefs wretch. Some time after, 
he was told, the favourite was dif- 
graced, and by order of the Sultan 
led through the ftreets on a camel, 
expofed to the infults of the populace. 
On hearing this the dervife ran to 
flitch his pebble ; but, after a mo- 
ment's reflexion, cafl: it into a well. 
I now perceive, faid he, that we 
^ ought 
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ought never to feek revenge when 
our enemy is powerful, for then it is 
ioiprudent ^ nor when he is involved 
in calamity, for then it is mean and 
cruel. 



APOLOGUE V. 

RICHES. 

AN Arab, wandering in the dk- 
farts^ and having eaten nothing 
for two days, was ready to expire with 
hunger. As he pafled by one of rhofc 
wells ufed by the caravans to water 
their camels, he perceived on the 
fand a little leathern bag. He took it 
up, and feeling fomcthing within, 
Thanks be to Allah, faid he, thcfc 
are^ I doubt not, either dates or 

nutf. 
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nuts. Elated with this expei^ation 
he haftened to open his bag, hut 
as foon as he faw what it really con- 
tained, Alas, faid he, in an agony of 
diftrefs, here are only pearls. 



APOLOGUE VI. 

FLATTERY. 

A Beggar of Schiraz, it is faid, 
found a mirror, which would 
make the mod hideous features ap- 
pear beautiful. He immediately 
perceived that great advantages 
might be derived from a proper ufe 
of this glafs, which was^ in itfelf, a 
trcafure. He prefented it to every 
paffenger, with an humble and in- 
finuating air. Contemplate, faid he, 

the 
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the charming couctrcaruce nx^ 
v^hich Allah bath blc&d ycu, ar.<i 
beftow an alms on ihcp^y^tcSt df zii 
fervants. Who could be mCtn^zit 
to fuch a compliment, and fucb z 
mirror ? Every one gave with gene* 
roficy, and efpecially the women* 
They are naturally more cbariuble 
than men^ and never demonftrated (b 
clearly the truth oi that obfervation 
as on this occadon. One day the 
beggar, falling fick, entruRed the 
fupport of his family to his Ion, 
whom he inftrufted in what manner 
to make ufe of the glafs. It was, 
however, only labor loft. The boy 
returned^ home, at night, without a 
penny. He confcffed he had forgot 
to Ihew his magic mirror to the well 
difpofed perfons paffing by, becaufe, 
looking in it himfelf, he had been fo 
captivated by bis own beauty, that 

he 
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he had paffcd the whole day in ad- 
miring himfelf. Foolifh child, faid 
the mendicant, what have you gained 
by that ? Are you more rich or lefs 
deformed ? Learn, from thy father, 
the great difference between a man 
of fcnfc and a fool, is, that a fool 
flatters himfelf, but a man of fenfe 
flatters others.* 

* This Apologue is more ingenious than 
moral. Flattery may, and -daily does, obtain 
wealth ; but there never yet was Parafite who 
was not at times defpifed, by the very perfons 
on whom he beftowed falfc praife, T 
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APOLOGUE VIL 

THE WILL. 

HASSAK-BEN-AIOUB, 3 fich Clti- 
zcn of Balfora^ a widower^ 
and without children, being attacked 
by an incurable diforder, was fcrnfible 
his death approached. One day, 
feveral of his friends coming to fee 
him, he informed them he intended 
to fend immediately for the Cadi, to 
receive his laft will. On hearing this^ 
one of them, named Agib, tenderly 
reproached him for this cruel deter- 
, mination, a refolution which he 
called foflrange and premature, Ne- 
verthelefs, my dear Haffan, added 
he^ I perceive the refpeclable motive 
from which you aQ. You think it 
proper to difpofe, in time, of that 

wealth 
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wealth with which you have been 
bleffed, by the bounty of heaven : 
you are fearful it ftiould fall into un- 
worthy hands ; and, thus, the cri- 
minal ufe which may be itiade of it 
imputed to you. Prudent Haffan, I 
have nothing to bbjcft to fuch a de- 
rcrmination. I wiU even go myfclf 
and fetch inftantly the public officer 
whofe prefence you defire. Aglb ac- 
cordingly left him, wiping his ey€Sf 
though he did not weep, and^ in le& 
than half an hour» returned with th^ 
Cadi. Haflfan drew from under hi^ 
pillow a foaled paper. Light of the 
law, faid he, you now receive the laft 
defires of a dying man; I entruft them 
to thofe pure hands, which have 
never been defiled by the gold of 
corruption ; when the angel of death 
ihall have difengaged my foul from 
its prifon, open this my teftament, in 

prefence 
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prefence of 1117 rekcioos and fnends, 
but efpecially in the prefence of mj 
good friend Agib. Haflan died a few 
days after; and icarcely were bis 
eyes clofed^ when Agib made hafte 
to condtiA to tfae Cadi all thofe 
whom the deceafed bad defiredlhould 
be prelent at the opening of his wilK 
The mulTulman judge, after having 
fliewn them the feal had not been 
violated, broke it open before them, 
and gave the writing to his Naib, 
who read aloud as follows. ^' In the 
name of the juft and merciful God : 
I, Haffan, fon of Aioub, fon of 
Abdallah^ before I leave the cara* 
vanfera of this world, difpofe, by 
this inftrument, of fome imaginary 
goods which it is impoffible I Ihould 
carry with me. 

** I have threateAed my nephews, 
Daoudand Achmct, who formerly 

difpleafcd 
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difpleafed me, to make them repent 
their condud: ; and I will now fulfil 
my menace, very differently from 
what they cxpdft. They are young 
andgiddy, but, were they ftill more fo, 
they are the fons of a brother who 
loved me, and the grand-children of 
my father. I therefore leave them all 
the fubftance my father left me, and 
all I have added to it by my cecono- 
my and the blcffing of heaven. If 
they make an ill ufe of my bequeft, 
their fin be upon them. 1 leave 
them all I poflcfs, on condition, how- 
ever,- they faithfully difcharge the 
following legacies. 

*' I bequfath none to poor dervifes, 
norhofpitals. My hands, I blefs God, 
were always \villingly opened to be- 
friend indigence, but now I am dy- 
ing I keep them (hut : \\ is the duty 

of 
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of my heirs to open theirs. What 
merit can I claim from oflering to 
God what he is about to take from 
me ! and in what light muft be view 
thofe pofthumous charities which, 
though they fiatter the pride of the 
tedator, cod nothing to his avarice? 

" Let all my Haves, from the day of 
my deceafe, receive an unconditional 
libtrty, the more dcfcrved as they 
feem never to havedtfired it, till they 
feared my death To thofe, among 
them, whom age or infirmities have 
rendered incapable of labor, I be- 
queath an annuity fuitable to their 
wants, which is in no cafe to be lefs 
than fifty pieces of gold. 

As to the refl-, I efteem them too 
much to expofe their virtue to the 
dangers of idlenefs. They may 

maintain 
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maintain themfelves, as it becomes 
honeft and ufeful citizens, by the 
trades ^hich I have caufed them to 
learn: I (hall only leave, to each, 
the fum of one hundred and fifty 
pieces of gold ; to be employed ia 
their refpedive occupations. 

I bequeath to the Emir Manfour 
my Arabian horfe, with his genealogy 
and his trappings^ ornamented with 
pearls of Bahrcm. 

I bequeath to MoUa Saheb my 
golden fcrutoir ; and to his brother, 
thelman, an ancient Alcoran, written 
in letters of gold, on blue vellum ; 
the fame, it is faid, which the Caliph 
Omar read, each Friday, to the Faith- 
ful, affembled in the Great Mofque. 
Except this book, I bequeath to the 
philofopher, Amrou, all the library 

which 
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"y fnendftip, I re„„„„ee K '^ 

'cfpondMc. with .his „.«rf<^2te 

Whar ,?« T accept a legacy. 

Z ° ^ "^^'^^^ "y dear Agib > 

"garding whether I defired his fer 
v-,asfoo„ashefoundmetobe^d 
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and infirm, nor has he left me though 
he'faw me dying. He has made me 
perceive a tht)ufand perfeftions in 
myielf, which neither I nor any one 
ever before difcovefed. He has ob- 
ferved, with watchful eyes, all the ex* 
travagancies of my nephews; kept an 
cxaft regiftcr and rendered me an ac-* 
count of them, without omittingja 
fmgle flip. But what Ihall I be- 
llow on this friend fo zealous and fo 
ofBcious ? I will bequeath him this 
valuable admonition, by which I 
hope hf; will profit. Choofe your 
dupes better, my dear Agib, and ne- 
ver aft the part of friend, but with 
fome wealthy perfon both extremely 
weak and extremely vain. Believe 
me, jrou may find numbers of this 
clafs. 

Signed 
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Signed at Balibn, at ytx t£i^ 
Hegira 322, the ts^ czw cxf zht 
month Regcby Hafika Ba A^Pidi^ 
iervant of God. 



APOLOGUE VIIL 

THE SYSTEM MAKERS. 

DURING the reign of the Caliph 
MotafleiTiy afet of philofbphers 
arofe, at Bagdad, who pretended 
there was no fuch thing as^ evil. JS 
is far the bejl, faid they. This was 
their fundamental dc^ma, the per* 
petual burthen of their fong. One of 
thefe dod:ors had an eternal (cold 
and fhrew of a wife^ whole ill tern* 
pers he long endured, but whom, at 
C z length^ 



length, he ftrangled, fiiU repeating 
tfiZ is fir tbi bifi. Tht Caliph, faav- 
iflg been informed of the crime, ftnt 
and had the culprit impaled ta his 
prefcnce, but ivas not ^ble to make 
iiim heave a figh, or utter a groan* 
The Comnjanderof theFaithfulafked 
howit happened he did not complain. 
Wherefore Ihould I complain, faid 
the philofopher ; am I not well im« 
paled ? All is fir the befi. 

The devil, it is faid, carried olFano* 
ther doftor, of the fame fchool; who, 
far from objecting co the vehicle, or 
mode of travelling, or troubling him- 
felf concerning where he ihould ileep^ 
tranquilly faid, we (hall ftop ibme- 
where ; and, in every world, as well 
aa in this, all is fir tie beft. 

APO. 
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APOLOGUE K. 

KATiFA, queen of Gor, had 
many defcAs : or, co defcribe 
her better, Ihe feemed compofed of 
mutability and caprice. The fancy 
one day took her to become a phflo- 
Ibpber^ accordingly (he infiantly (enc 
for the fage Zulban Henceforth, 
{aid ihe to hinrij on his arrival), I 
fhall ferioufly labor to know myfelf : 
but,, as I fliall ftand in need of 
affiftance in the performance of a 
work fo worthy a rational woman, ii 
is my deiire and command tha^ 
you iludy my character, and draw 
£uch a pidure of me as (hall be im-^. 
mediately and univerfally known. 

C 5 Which 
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Which of your charaftcrs, molt 
fublime Queen, faid the fage ? Does 
your modefty make you imagine you 
have only one ? The flowers of the 
• fpring are lefs numerous, and Icfs va- 
riegated, than are the virtues with 
which your mind is, each fucceeding 
moment, embelHlhed. While behold- 
ingthefe virtues fuddenly fpring forth 
and bloom, then difappear, then rife 
again to view, while obferving them 
mingle, unite^ divide and comibat 
each other, I and all fpedators muft 
admire ; but who can defcribe or 
even number themi 

I have fomewhere read, continued 
the philfopher, that the moon once 
was defirous of having a robe made 
exaftly fuitable to her fliapc, and 
of a colour moft advantageous to her 
own. But the workman, whom (he 

had 
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had kpt for, ingcciioufl/ faid, Q 
Queen of the Stars, at all times and 
under all forms you charm and de« 
light us ; but you are fometimes 
large, fomctimcs fmall, foTcnrrei 
white, fometimes pale, and at otbcrs 
red. How then can I take meafurc of 
a fhape which is never the fame ; 
or what colour will fuit tints which 
nightly change ? 
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APOLOGUE X. 

TACITI7IIKITY* 

AT Amadan was a celebrated 
academy, the firft llatute of 
which ran thus : 

Tti academicians an to think mucb^ 
fwrite liali, and^ ifpoJJibUyfpeak lefu 

This wascallcd the Silent Academy^ 
nor was there a fagc, in Perfia, who 
was not ambitious of being achnitted 
a member. Zeb> a famous fage, and 
author of an excellent little book, 
entitled. The Gag, heard, in thcdif- 
tant province where he lived, there 
was a vacancy in the filent academy. 
Immediately he departed for Ama- 
dan, 
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the door «f tbe hstSk 



m^^§oikmSms\£jetvo^T»^ 



afcs tbe vacant place* 

He billet arriTed too hir, ^ Ta^ 
cancy was already jiipidkd. Tlie 
academiciaDs irtre almoft in defpair ^ 
they had received^ fotnewliat againll 
their indin^ons, a Courtier, who 
had Ibine wit, and whofe light and 
trifling eloquence had become the 
admiration of all his court-acquaint* 
ances, and this learned body \va$ now 
reduced to the necelTity of rcfufinR 
the Sage Zcb, the fcourge of bab» 
lers, the perfcftionof wifdoixi; 

Cs The 
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* The Prefident, whofe duty it was 
to announce this difagreeable news 
to the Sage, fcarcely could refolve^ 
nor knew in which manner beft, to 
perform his office. After a mpment's 
refledlion he ordered a flagon to be 
filled with water, and fo full that 
another drop would have made the 
water run over. He then defired 
them to introduce the candidate. 

. The Sage appeared, with- that fim-. 
pic and modcft air which generally 
accompanies true merit. The Pre- 
fident rofe, and, without fpcaking a 
word, pointed, with affliaion in his 
looks, to the emblematical flagon lo 
cxaftly full. 

The Sage underfl:ood from thence 
the vacancy was fupplied, but, with-, 
out relixiquifliing hope, he endea- 

voured 



voufed to make them comprehend 
that a fupernumerary member mighty 
perhapS) be no detriment to their fo« 
ciety. He fav^ on the floor - a rofe- 
leafj pickec] it up, and with care and 
delicacy placed j€ on the furface of 
the water^ fo as not to make it over-* . 
flow. 

^All the academicians immediately 
clapped .their bands^ betokening ap^- 
plaufe, when they beheld this inge- 
nious reply. , They did more, they 
broke through their rules in favour 
of the Sage Zebi The regifter of 
the academy wasprefented bim^ and 
he inicribed his name. Nothing re- 
mained but for him to pronounce^ 
according to cufiom^ a fingle phrafe 
of thanks. But this new^ and truly 
filent^ academician returned thanks 
without ^caking a word. 

C6 In 
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In the margin of the regifter he 
wrote the number one hundred (that 
of his brethren) then put a cypher 
before the figures, under which he 
wrote thus : 

OIOO 

7%eir value is neitber more nor kfsi 

The Prefident, with equal polite- 
nefs and prefence of mind^ anfwered 
the modeft Sage, by placing the 
figure I before the number loo and 
by writing under them thus: 

1X00 

^elr value is ten-fold. 
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T H K 

HONEST VICEROY: 

A TALXy 

From the Abbe Blakchet. 

A Mandarin, wbo was Vioerof ef 
Jobor, govemed his pfonooe 
with fo much injuftice and cradtj 
that the people, no longer aUe to en- 
dure his oppreffioo, murdered the 
petty tyrant, and fhook off the yoke 
^f their lawful fovereign, Shaon- 
Malon, King of Siam ; at once the 
proudeft and fillieft prince of the 
age in which he lived. The enraged 
monarch foon appeared with a 
pqwerful army, determined to punifli 
the revohers, and deluge their coun* 
try in blood ; but the rebels, feized 
with confternation, attempting no 

refiftance^ 
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refinance^ he contpBcedhimfelf with 
throwing their leaders to his ele- 
phants; and iummoned the chiefe of 
'the province to appear before him in 
the great haliof^heipalace of Johor. 

There, feated on a fuperb throne, 
and furrounded by his mercenary 
guards, Shaon-Malon harangued the 
aflcmbly in thefc words r Vile Tcp* 
tiks, ye have dared to roufe the ven- 
geance of the King of -the White 
Elephant : I (halt not yet crulh you, 
I wifh to try the finccrity of your re- 
pentance, and you Ihall exift til! 
further orders. But you defcrve not 
to be governed by one of my Man- 
darins. Proftrate yourfclves before 
the Viceroy whom I appoint ; and 
render yourfclves worthy of my cle- 
mency and his protedion. Here, 
Barkout, faid he, to a prodigious 

large 
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large dog, that was lying at his (atf 
come and cake thy feat on the tbrone» 
where thou (halt be my reprcfen^ 
cative. Reign by my authority over 
thefe wretches>and extern^inate diem 
If they be difobedienr. Then ad* 
dreffing himfelf to a Cbioeie^ who 
had been a long time fettled at* Jobor, 
Mani^ faid he, I appoint yoo Mt 
minifter to tny Vfceroy^ thrkooic^ 
Serve him with fidelity^ procure 1^ 
&me tefpeA to bis commandi as u> 
mine^and, if neceflasy^affid Mm wich^ 
advice futtable to your miidocn^ 

. Mani was an vtndttttsLndini;^ nan^ 
who well knew an ang^y it<yx wm 
not to be conuzd'iSud, swul thac f r^ 
Siamefe mig^t be ^cgiajuitd to be^ 
lieve any thing ; be taftaatfy dcur^ 
mined how to proceed^ an4 rcQAv^d 
to take advantage o( the humcr oi 

the 
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i(heKtng^ and the abjedtnefs of the 
people; in the name of Barkout he 
determined to do all the good in his 
power ; and in fuqh a manner that 
Barkout fliould be expofed to all the 
danger^ or receive all the honor oF 
what he planned. He therefore re- 
plied with much coolnefs^ 

. May it pleafe yourfubKme Ma-* 
jefty, your fcrene Viceroy will find in- 
his Minifter more zeal for his fervice 
than abilities; but I hope hewilb 
condeicend to inftruft me in matters 
ofimportanccj and that his genius will 
fupply my want of capacity. For- 
tunately, I poflefs one advantage^ not* 
very common^ without which it 
would be impoflible for me to receive 
bis orders. I underftand the Ian* 
guage of dogs, and even fpeak it 
with elegance and facility. Suffer me 

to 
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to ufe it, while I render^ in the name 
of the whole province, the humble 
homage which we owe your rcpre- 
lentative. 

Mani, then, turning towards the 
dog, after having touched the ground 
three times with his forehead j imitat- 
ed for fome minutes the barking of 
a dog» but in a foft and refpedful 
tone« Barkout immediatclj returned 
an anfwer^ which refounded through 
the palace, and this anfwer^ ably, 
tranflated, imprejQTed every one with 
a high idea of his underftanding and 
<abilities. The whole aflcmbly was 
delighted. Shaon-Malon, above all, 
admired the fpfrited eloquence of the 
Viceroy, and the uncommon erudi* 
tion of his interpreter. He departed, 
a few days after, extremely contented 
with the ^uble choice he had made, 

and 
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and openly declaring that Jobo* 
would be better governed than any 
province in thciempire. 

Notwithftanding his air of feroci- 
ty, Barkout was in reality one of the 
worthieft dogs in the world 5 the 
moft traftaWe, and the moft docile. 
Won by the attention and carefles of 
Mani» he entertained the greateft cf- 
teem for that fagc Minifter, and im- 
'proved fo much, by his feffons, that 
'he aded the part of Viceroy with 
•iib lefs eife'than dignity. He rofc 
early, and for form fake appeared at 
the levee, after which he, went into 
the council chamber. 

There the firfl Minifter Vrc^pofcd 
the queftion in debate, "^which wis 
amply difcuffed, every one freely 
giving his opinion. Tile Viceroy, 

after 
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la flxNTt, he aod h^ iMtxprMer K> 
qisntd tbemielces fo tc^tl), that c«ty 
pentioQcr returned hcvaK t;lhet C05(S 
tci:ccd or con6>Ied« 

After this a dinner was fcrveil up 
to the Viceroy, fimple, it is true^ bvit 
foHd in quantity, and ample In ([\h\U 
ty ; at which Barkout gave pioofii 

or 
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of an appetite equal to that of the 
heroes la the carlieft ages. 

After dinner he, ftill accompanied 
by his interpreter^ diverted hinafelf 
by exercifing his troops, or hunting 
in his park^ and when he returned to 
his palace he was clofeted with 
Mani, regulated affairs of lefs iai- 
portance^ and figned the difpatches» 
which were ready, by laying upOQ 
them his paw dipped in ink, at 
once his fignature: and feal. This 
huftnefs over, a familiar barking 
took place for half an hour ; the 
Viceroy fupped as, he had dined, and 
Chen retired to reft. This was his 
daily routine^ 

Govern thyfelf well, faith the 
proverb, and thou (halt govern the 
world. It will eafily be believed 
that, conducing himfelf fo wifely^ 

and 
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J&d guided fay tbcoomi^ of fi> able 
aMnuiEr, ifae Viceroy of Johor 
jbood no dftcahy in jovcmiiig hit 
IMO f intc He te-eftabliflied tKe 
lanfSy winch had been almoft abolUh- 
cd during the adminiftradon of his 
ppcdeceSbr. He cna&cd no neir. 
ones, except to explain and amend 
Ae o1d» and took care that they 
were dl put in force. He did more, 
he cotreded the manners of his peo- 
plcj or, ratherj reformed them by his 
example. His judicious improve- 
ments were extended to every part 
of the government. The admini- 
ftration of juflice, the management 
«f the finances, agriculture, com- 
merce, and the arts, weie animated 
with new life : in every thing good 
order was eftablilhed, and every thing 
profpcrcd. 

Nothing 
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Nothing was thought of but 
peaceably to enjoy the public happi* 
iveftt when an army of barbarians, 
from the peninfula of Malacca, fud«. 
denly made iocurfion into the pro- 
vince, and marked their progrefs by 
ravage and defolation* 

. At this news Barkout and his Mi- 
nifter cpUetaed the few troops left 
them by the King ; and, joining the 
volunteers, who offered thcmfelves. 
in great numbers, bravely marched 
to meet the enemy* 

As the Viceroy knew but little of 
tadtics he left to Mani, and his, 
general of^cers, the care of chufing 
an advantageous poft,. and drawing 
up the army in order of battle ^ as 
for himfelf, after having ran through 
the ranks and animated his foldiers 

by 
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by his^urarHke cries, heputhimielf 
at the head of his guards, and^ with- 
out :any otiii^r artnoor than a^coUar 
fee /thick with flioel points, charged* 
the cjoemy with an intrepidity more 
than human. The Malays were 
put to flight, or cut to pieces, but 
the brave Barkout did not long fur- 
viv€ his viftory ; he loft his life by a 
poifbned arrow, with which he was 
wounded while purfuing the fugi* 
tlves. 

. I ihall not attempt to defcribe the 
regret and defpair of the whole pro-- 
vince : a judgment may be formed 
of it from the difcourfc of the depu- 
ties, who came in deep mourning to 
notify to the King this melancholy 
event. 

Great 
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Great monarchy fiud Mani^ who 
Prta at the head of the deputatioii» 
we have been depnved by death <rfr 
that ineftimable gift for which we 
were indebted to your goodnefi, the 
Prince Barkout, our Viceroy, our Ei- 
ther, I had aimoft fiiid your other 
felf. He united, with the probity of 
the moft virtuous private perfon, all 
the underftanding and abilities of a 
fiatefinans and accompanied the 
pureft morality and fimpleft manners ' 
with fentimentB and adions truly he* 
xoic. He has repaired, in your pro- 
vince, Johor, the evil of which he 
himfelf was not the occafion, and 
has been the author of good, which 
lecmed 'to have been rendered im* 
poffible. He lived only for the pub- 
lic rervice,and at laft died in battle, 
combating for our prefervation and 
3W)ur glory. Alas ! your faithful 

province 
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province has but too much reafon td 
weep at fo affeding a lofs. Hovr 
much greater muft be our afflidtion 
if, while we mourn the virtuous Bark- 
out^ we (hould be forced to lament 
the pride, extortion^ rapine and 
cruelty of his fucceflbr. O King of 
the White Elephant, you have your- 
felf faid, we deferve not to be go- 
verned by one of your Mandarins, 
Deign, therefore, to command that 
we always be ruled by a dog ; we 
perhaps deferve it, andj if we may be 
allowed to confefs the truth, we fliould 
prefer fuch an adminiftration. 

Shaon Malon took great care not 
to grant a requeft the confcquences 
of which appeared to him fo dange- 
rous. He feared left his people, 
contrading too great an afTedtion for 
quadrupeds, ihould never more be 

Vol, I. D brought 
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brought to fubmit to his Mandarins, 
nor perhaps to bimfelf, and that his 
own crown might at length be trans- 
ferred to the White Elephant. 

He therefore anfwered, with an 
afFeftcd kindnefs, that he would be- 
ftow on his province of Johor much 
more than it had loft, by appointing 
the Mandarin Miracha, his principal 
councellor, and the moft fublimc 
genius of the Indies, its Governor. 
He, moreover, decreed that Mani, 
who appeared to have given fuch fa- 
tisfadtion, fliould retain, under Mi- 
cacha, the fame important poft he 
had occupied under Barkout. 

But what were the confequences 
of this policy ? The admirable Mi- 
racha was a prefumptuous brutc> 
who wifhed to excel Barkout, and 

refufcd 
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rcfufed to be advifed by Manu He 
cpmmicted numbciicis abfurdities^ 
though all his effons, to efface the 
memory of* his predeceflbr, only 
rendered the name of Barkout more 
dear, and more refpcdable. 

The Chinefe account, in which 
the hiftory of Barkout is prcfcrved, 
finiflies with this lingular refie^ion. 
Next to fuch a prince as our auguft 
Emperor, who is willing and able to 
manage, himfelf, the affairs of his 
government, the moft defirable is a 
Monarch of indifferent abilities, who 
will confeht to be direfted by an able 
and well intencioned Minifter. 



Da The 



t 5^ 3 

THE 

DEAN OF BADAJOZ. 

A TALE. 

From the Abbe Blakchet. 

THE Dean of the Cathedral of 
Radajoz was more learned 
than all the Dodors of Salamanca^ 
Coimbra, and Alcala united. He 
underftood all languages, living and 
dead, and was perfcft matter of evc- 
iry fcience, divine and human; ex- 
cept tljar, unfortunately, he had no 
knowledge of magic, and was in- 
confolable when he reflefted on his 
ignorance in that fublime art. He 
was told that a very able magician 
refided in the fuburbs of Toledo, 
named Don Torribio. Immedi- 
ately, 
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Mdy^ he fa^dlcd btf muUf 4€pMfM 

for Toledo, and aliglifed Mt f U 4^^^ 
of no very fuperb dwrlUfig, fh€ l^r^ 
tation of that great tntn^ 

Moft reverend ma^Jcian, f/ui hs^^ 
addrefTing himfclf to titc fay/, f «;/» 
the Dean of Badijoz Thn k^r o^'I 
men of Spain all allow me their fu- 
perior, but I am corne to r^jU'-ft 
from you a far grcatr^r honor j ihaf of 
becoming your jyi)j)iK I) i^o 'o 
Initiate me in the fnydcnr^ of yo«jr 
art, and doubt not but you flull n'- 
ceive a grateful acknowie/J;;M/i"n% 
fuitable to the benefit conf'rrr 1, Aud 
your own extraordinary fucri'. 

Don Torribio wai not very polite, 

though he valiicd himfclf on being 

intimately acquainted with the bdl: 

company in htU. lie told the 

D 3 Dean 
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Dean he was wdcome to fcek clfe- 
iwhere for a mafter in magic ; for 
^hatj for his part^ he was weary of an 
occupation which produced nothing 
but compliments and promifes, and 
that he would not diihonor the oc- 
cult fciences^ by proftituting them to 
the ungrateful. 

To the ungrateful ! cried the 
Dean : has then the great Don Tor* 
ribio met with perfons who have 
proved ungrateful ! and can he fo far 
jniftake me as to rank me with fuch 
monfters ? He then repeated all the 
maxims and apophthegms which 
he had read^ on the fubjeft of gratis 
tude, and every refined fentiment his 
memory could furnilh. 

In fhort, he talked fo well that 
the conjurer, after having confidered 
a moment^ confefled he could refufe 

nothing. 
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notliiDgto a man of ludi alxliikSy 
an J ib ready ac pcftinaic €|03tauotts. 
Jacnntha, faid he, cralaog to bs 
old womao, lay down two pv* 
tridgcs to die fire; I kope my 
friend, the Dean, will do me die ho- 
nor to fup with me to oight. At 
tbe fame time he takes him by the 
hand, and leads him into his caU* 
net ; there, he touches his fbrehead» 
muttering three myflerious words» 
^hich I muft requeft the reader not 
to foi^t, OrtoboUm^ FiJU^irier^ Om* 
grioufi then, without further prepa« 
ration, he began to explain, with all 
poflible perfpicuity, the introduftory 
. clement^ of his profound fcience. 

His new difciplc liftcned with an 

attention which fcarccly permitted 

him to breath ; when, on a fuddcn, 

Jacintha enters, followed by a little 

D 4 manj 
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ipun, in monftrpus boots, and co* 
vercd with mu^ up tosthc neck,, who 
defired to fpeak with the Dean on 
very important bufinefs. 

This was the poflillion of his un* 
cle, the Bilhop of Badajoz, who had 
been fent exprefs after him, and had 
galloped quite to Toledo, before he 
(jowld overifike him j hq came to 
bring htm information that, £bme 
hmirs f^kff hh dep^tur^, hi? Gtzce 
had been aw^c^d by fo vjalent an 
apqplexy that the moft terrible cou- 
fequencei were to be apprehended, 
fhe Dean heartily curfed (inwardly 
that is, and fo as to occafion no fcan^* 
dal) at once the diforder, the pati- 
ent, and the courier, who had certain- 
ly all three chofcn the moft imperti- 
nent time poffibie. He difmifled the 
poftilUon, telling him to make hafte, 

back 
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back to Badajcz, whither he would 
prefentl^ follow him : after whicb 
he retufiied to his leflbn, as if there 
were no fuch things as either uncles 
or apoplexies. 

A few days after he again re^* 
ceived news from Badajoz, but fuch 
as was well worth hearing. The 
principal chanter and two old canons 
came to inform the Dean that his un«» 
cle, the Right Reverend Bifhop, had 
been taken to heaven to receive the 
reward of his piety ; and that the 
Chapter, canonically affembled, had 
cholen him to fill the vacant ^ifbop- 
rick, and humbly requefted he would 
confole, by his prefcnce, the afllifted 
church of Badajoz, now become his 
fpiritual bride» 

D 5 Don 
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Don Torribio, who was prcfcnt at 
this harangue of the Deputies, endea* 
vored to derive advantage from what 
he had learned, and, taking afide 
the new Bifhop, after having paid 
him a well turned compliment on 
his promotion, proceeded to iniform 
him that he had a fon, named Bcnja* 
min, poiTefled of much ingenuity 
and good inclination ; but in whom 
he had never perceived either tafte 
or talents for the occult fciences ; he 
had therefore, he faid, advifed him 
to turn his thoughts towards the 
churchy and had now, he thanked 
heaven, the fatisfaftion to hear him 
commendedj as one of the moft de- 
ferving divines among all the clergy 
of Toledo : He, therefore, took the 
liberty, moft humbly, to requeft his 
Grace to beftow, on Don Benjamin, 
the Deanery of Badajgz, which he 

could 
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could not retain togetfatr with his 
Biflioprick. 

I am vcfyuDfortuiiat^^ replied t^ 
prelate, appareotly fomewhat cm* 
barrafled ; you will, I hope^ do me 
the juftiee to believe that nothing 
could give me fo great a pleafure as to 
oblige you, in every requeH. But, 
the the truth is, I have a coufin, to 
yfhom I am heir, an old ecclefiaftic, 
^ho is good for nothing but to be a 
Dean -, and^ if I do not befiow on hi a/ 
this preferment, I muft ea>broil my- 
felf with my family, which would be 
far from agreeable- Bur, continued 
he, in an afie&ionate noanner^ will 
you not accompany nae to Badajo^ ? 
Can you be fo cruel as to forfake me 
juft at the moment when it is in my 
power to be of fcrvice to you ? JBe 
perfuaded, my honored mafter : we 
D 6 wijll 
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Will go ^together ; think of nothmg 
but the improvement of your pupil, 
and leave me to provide for Don 
Benjamin : nor doubt bur^ fooner or 
later, I will do more for him thata 
you expedl. A paltry Deanery, in 
the remoteft part of Edremadura, is 
not a benefice fuitable to the fon of 
fuch a man as yourfelf. 

The Canon law would, no doubr^ 
have conftrued this offer of the pre- 
late's into fimony. The propofal^ 
however, was accepted ; nor was 
any fcruple made by either of thcfe 
two very intelligent perfons. Don 
Torribio followed his illuftrious pu- 
pil to Badajoz^ where he had an ele- 
gant apartment affigned him, in the 
lipifcopal palace, and was treated 
with the utmoft refpeft, by all the 

dioccfe^ 
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dlocefe, as the favorite of his Grace, 
and a kind of Grand Vicar. 

Under the tuition of fo able a noaf- 
ter, the Bifhop of Badajoz made a 
rapid progrefs, in the occult fcicnces. 
At firft, he gave himfelf np to them, 
with an ardor which might appear 
exceffive : but this intemperance 
grew by degrees more moderate ; 
and he purfued them with fo much 
prudence tb^c his magical, fludies 
never interfered with th^ duties of 
his diocefe. He was well convinced 
of the truth of a aiaxim, very im- 
portant to be remembered by eccle- 
fiaftics, whether addided to forcery 
er only philofophers and admirers of 
literature. That it is not fufficient to 
affift at learned nofturnal meetings, 
or adorn the mind with the embtrl- 
lillimcms of human fcicnce; but 

that 
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that it IS alfo the duty of Divines to 
point out to others the way to heaven, 
and plant, in the minds of their hear- 
ers, wholefome dodrine and chriftian 
morality. 

Regulating his condudt by thefe 
commendable principles, the learn- 
ed prelate was celebrated through- 
out Chriftendom, for his merit and 
piety ; and promoted, when he Icaft 
expefted fuch an honor, to the Arch- 
biihopric of Compoftclla. 

The people and clergy of Badajoa 
lamented, as may be fuppofed, an 
event by which they were deprived 
offo worthy a paftor ; and the ca- 
nons of the cathedral, to teftifiy their 
refpeft, unanimoufly conferred on 
him the right of nominating his fuc- 
ceflbr. 

Don 
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Don Torribio did noc neglcft (6 
alluring an opportunity, to provide 
for his fan. He requcfted the 
Bifhoprick of the new Archbifliop, 
and was refufed with all imaginable 
politenefs. He bad^ he laid, the 
greatefl: veneration for bis old roaC- 
ter, and was both lorry and afliamed 
it was not in his power to graot 
a thing which appeared fo very a. 
trifle ; but, in fad, Don Ferdinand 
de Lara, conftable of Caftile, had 
alked this fame Bifhopric,. for his 
patural fon ; and, though he had jie* 
ver feen- tha£ nobleman, he had, he 
faid, fome fecret, important, and, 
what was more, very ancient obliga- 
tions. to him. It was, therefore, an in- 
difpenfableduty to prefer an old bene- 
fa£fcor to a new one: but that he ought 
not to be difcouraged at this proof of 
bis juftice, as he might learn, by that^ 

what 
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what he had to cxpeft when his turr> 
arrived ; which it certainly would the 
very firft opportunity. 

This anecdote, concerning the an* 
cient obligations of the Archbishop, 
the Magician had the goodnefs to be- 
lieve ; and rejoiced, as much as he 
was able, that his interefts were fa- 
crificed to thofe of Don Ferdinand* 

Nothing, therefore, was thought 
of but preparations for, their depar- 
ture to Compoftella, where they wefe 
now to refide. Though thefe were 
fcarcely worth the trouble, confider- 
ing the Ihort time time they were 
deftined to remain there*, for, at the 
end of a few montlis, one of the Pope** 
chamberlain*s arrived, who brought 
the Archbilhop a Cardinal's:, cap, 
with an epiftle, conceived in the mod 

refpeftful 
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refpedful cams, in which his Holi* 
nefs invital hioi to aflift, by his 
eounfel, in the Goveromcot of the 
Chrillian world ; permitting him, aC 
the ikme time, to difpofe of his mixtc^ 
in favor of whom he plcaftd, 

Don Torribio w«s not at Com^ 
poftelld, when the Coorier of the 
Holy Father amrrd He bad beta e» 
fee his fon, who flill eo4cin«ed t 
Prieft, in n iWifU poriO), at Toledo ^ 
but he prefentlj returned, ^Uhd wa# 
DQt put to the trouble of aiLIng fov 
the vacant Archbitboprick,. The pre^ 
l^te ran to meet htm with 6pe« af ms» 

My dejir mailer, faid he, 1 have 
two pieces of good news to relate mi 
once. Your didiple is created a 
Cardinal, and your fon (hall— '(hortly 
be advanced to the fame dignity. I 

had 
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had intended^ in the mean time, to 
have bcftowcd on him the Arch- 
bifhopric of Compoftellas but, unfor^ 
tunately for him, or rather for me, 
my mother, whom we left at Bada- 
joz> has, during your abfence, writ- 
ten to me a cruel letter^ by which 
all my meafures have been difconr- 
certed. She will not be pacified, unlcfii 
I appoint for my fucceflbrthe Arch- 
deacon of my ft)rmer church, Doo 
Pablos de Salazar, her intimate friend 
End confeffor ; fhe tells me it will oc- 
cafion her death, if flie (hould not be 
able to obtain preferment for her 
dear father in God ; and I have no 
doubt but what fhe fays is true. 
Imagine yourfelf in my place, my 
dear matter. Shall I be the death of 
my mother ? 

Doa 



C 67 3 

Don Tprribio was not a perfoB 
who would incite or urge ibis frknd 
to be guilty of parricick : nor did be 
indulge bimfelf in the leafi yefep tm eK 
againfi the mother of the preianc. 

To fay the troth, homcrtr^ th'm 
mother, he talked of, was agood kiud 
of woman, nearly fup cra on atcd, 
who lived quietly wicii bar cat and 
maid fervant, and fisuvely kotw die 
name of her confeflbr* Was k TSkdfp 
then, that (he had p roc u reJ Dliw 
Pablos his Archbilhopcic? Was it not 
•far more probabk that he was in- 
indebted for it to a Gallictao Ijdy, 
his coufin, a young widow, at once 
devout and handfeme, in wbofe com- 
pany his Grace die Archbifhop had 
frequently been edified, during his 
refidence at Compoftella ? Be it as ic 
may Don Torribio followed his £mi« 

ncnce 
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Bcnce to Rome. Scarcely had he ar* 
rived in that city before the Fopc died. 
Ic is eafy to imagine the confequence 
pf this event* The conclave met. 
All the voices of the facred college 
were unanimous in favor of the Spa- 
nifh Cardinal* Behold him, there-* 
fpre, Popcl 

Imo^cdiately after the ccrea>onie$ 
<>f his exaltation, DonTorribio, adr 
fimtad to g ft/cr« aydience, wept wttli 
joy, while h^ kiff^d the i§Q% of bi$ 
4ear pupil, whom h« fiw fil} with fo 
mpch dignity the pontifical throf)^. 
fie niodeftly rfprefepted hlfi long 
jind faithful ferviees. He reminded 
his Holinefs of his promifes : thofc 
inviolable prQpii(<s which he had 
renewed, before be entered the con- 
clave. He hinted at the. hat which 
he had quitted^ on receiving the tiara^ 

but 
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He I 

bodi 

iflmlh£mdk^ 

togeikcr with 

finallcft temporal 

an anmiTtY far h£c^ 

few wants of an ErrWrta jck sid a 

Fhikkfophcr. 

During thisliantngot, thelbfctc:^ 
PontifF€onQdcrcd widu hinue^fkav 
todifpofeof bis pitcqiior. He rv- 
ftefted that he was no loager Tcry 
neeeflary, that he already knew more 
of magic than was fufficient for a 
Pope, that it muft be highly impro- 
per for him to appear at the nocturnal 
affemblics of forccrcrs, and affift at 

their 



E 70 3 

their indecent ceremonies. After 
weighing every circumftance, his Ho^ 
linefs concluded that Don Torribio 
was, not only a ufelefs but, a trouble- 
fome dependant ; and, this point de- 
cided, he. was no longer in doubt 
what anfwer to return ; accordingly 
he replied in the following words, 
** We have learned, with concern, 
^ that, under the pretext of cultiva* 
^ ting the occult fciences, you oiain- 
*' tain a horrible intercourfe with the 
" fpirit of darknefs and deceit 1 
** wherefore we cxhdrt you, as a 
" father, to expiate your crime by 
*' a repentance proportionable to it? 
** enormity. Moreover, we enjoia 
*' you to depart from the territories 
** of the church, within three days, 
" under pain of being delivered over 
** to the fecular arm, and its mercilels 
** flamef.*' 

Don 
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Da&Tflrr2so^ vizknot bang cIP- 
coDocrwdj Tiiimnnigrriy xcpeaici 
aloud dse duioe myfteriocs vords 
vhidi tbc reader was de^xiod to le* 
XDcmbcT; and, goiag to d»c wladov, 
cried out^ widi all his &xc^ Jadnrha, 
you need ffit but one panriige, fat 
myiiieiidythcDtany will nocfop here 
to night. This was a thundctbclt 
to the imaginarj Pope : he iminedi* 
atcly recovered from a kind of trtoce» 
into which he had been thrown by the 
three magic words, when diey were 
firft pronounced, and perceived that^ 
infiead of being in the vatican» he 
was ftill at Toledo, in the clofct of 
Don Torribio, and faw, by the clock, 
it was not yet a complete hour 
fince he firft entered that fatal cabi- 
net, where he had been entertained 
with fuch pleafant dreams. In that 
Ihort time he had imagined himfelf a 

Magiciani 



Magician, a Biihop> tin Archbifbop^ 
a Cardinal, a Pope, and^ at tafi, found 
he was only a dupe and a knave. 
All was illufion, except the proofs 
he had given of his dcceitfulnefs, and 
evil heart. He inftantly departed, 
without fpeaking a word, and, find- 
ing his mule where he had left her, 
returned to Badajoz, without having 
made the fmallcft progrefs in the fu- 
blime fcicnce in which he had pro- 
pofed to become an adept. 



ALL 
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ALL FOR WAKT OF 

KNOWING ONE ANOTHER. 

A TALE. 
BY M. I M B E R T. 

IT is univcrfally allowed that the 
devil on two flicks, though a little 
inclined to be fatirical, was really a 
rery agreeable devil ; his gratitude to« 
wards theperfon who freed him from 
his glafs prifon (for it is well known 
he was corked up in a bottle) and the 
interefting relations with which he 
entertained his deliverer, have given 
him a reputation that will laft as long 
as any devils exift : a fufficient cer- 
tainty of immortality. 

VoLi L E ^ The 
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The devil I intend to bring upon 
the ftage is a relation of this admired 
devil, and named Aflitaroth, Aflita- 
roth was particularly fond of Suri- 
val, a fort of philofdpher, whofc pro* 
found reflexions, on men and man- 
ners, only fervcd to convince him that 
every thing was but indifferently con- 
ducted in this beft of worlds j and 
that happinefs was as difficult to find 
as the philofopher's ftone. 

Alhtaroth, one day, took him afide, 
to give him a leflbn, or rather to in- 
ftru<a him by a moral exhibition. For 
this purpofe.he carried him to a lofty 
tower ; while a large telefcope, which 
he had in his hand, gave him the ap- 
pearance of an aftconomer, amend- 
ing his obfervatory. Their intention, 
however, was not to examine what 
pafled in the heavens, but to dif- 
cover what was doing among men ; 
# who 
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K^rr:, tiid. ie, Co Surlvii, wicix vjj^ 
he icca in cis? wcrli ; ar J, with t>.^ 

At the dime time he applied his 

glife to the eye of Surival, who tm- 

mediatclf perceived a pa'e thin ttun 

bcfy at his toilet j this was i jx-^rlo^i 

of confequence, in reality yvHui5T» l^n*t 

laboring under aU the iiiuriuitic^^ v*t 

old age. He was allhmatic, ^\vnttV| 

and debilitated ; but, bolUc this, he 

had a wen in the middle ot' hi** Umc» 

head, which gave him much luoio dil' 

' quiet than cither his ullhma vv lu« 

gouti for thefc difordcrs were only 

E 2 \mi\ii\U 
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painful, whereas his wen ifpoiled the 
beauty he imagined himfclf to pof- 
fcfs. 

Afhtaroth having turned the tele- 
fcope to another window, Surival faw 
a dodtor of phyfic, who was not any 
great phyfician, but who boafted 
the poffeflion of fome infallible reme- 
dies for excrefccnces on the (kin -, fuch 
as wens, warts, and other things of 
that nature. This, no doubt, is fome 
ignorant qu^ck, faid Surival. Far 
from it, replied his friend : he would 
be able pcrfedly to cure the wen you 
have juft feen, if he were applied to, 
but he is ready to die for want, be- 
caufe he can find no patients ; while, 
on the other hand, the perfon who is 
incommoded by the wen is almoft dif- 
tradled, becaufe he can find no phyfi- 
. cian; all this, you perceive, happens 
fpr want of knowing one another. 

• if 
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If they could be brought together, 
the one would be cured and the 
other might dine. 



"O*^ 



S'jrival could not help ftarting feme 
object ons, in his own mind ; but, as 
he found ir very amuGng to make ufe 
of his tclcfcope, he was unwilling to 
wafie time in difpuung. 

He looked again, and faw a huf- 
band on the point of loGng his wife. 
The poor man appeared in an agony 
of grief. yVell, faid Surival, this 
fcenc is truly admirable ; this honcft 
man is, no doubt, really fond of his 
wife. 

Yes, faid Afhtaroth, lb faith the 

text; but let us hear the commentary. 

At the death of his wife the good 

man will be obliged to return her 
£ 3 fortune, 
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fortune, as ftipulated at their marri- 
age, if fhe die without iffue. This 
information confiderably dinainifllcd 
the good opinion which Surival had 
conceived of this kind hufband. But 
let us look a little further^ continued 
Afhtaroth. Do you fee that nnan who 
is driving his fon from his houfe, to 
which he conftantly returns^in fpite of 
all endeavors to keep him away ? 
This fon is cxpenfive to him, becaufe 
he has too many children : while the 
hufband we have juft feen has too 
few. The latter has been long certain 
that he never fliall have any, and his 
wife, who has a great affeftion for 
him, is very defirous of having fome 
for his Take. In fuch cafes women 
are feldom without expedients. Were 
fhe and her hulband agreed, do you 
not think it poflible for her to procure 
children, if aided by one who knows fo 
well how to manufacture them? At 

leaft 
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leaft ihe mi'^ht obtain fo.r.c rcadr 
made ; but all this is for want of 
knowing one another. 

Surival loft the conclufion of this 
difcourfe ; for his tclcfcope, by a 
fuddenturn, prefentcd to him a young 
female, who fighcd frequently, and 
fecmed extremely uneafy, but whole 
malady merely confifted in her being 
fifteen years of age. She was in her 
father's houfe,- who called her his 
da^ught^t J though, in fadt, he treat- 
ed her as his flave. She fighed pro- 
foundly^ and feemedin a continual 
agitation ; yet her anxiety did not 
appear ro diminifh her beauty. 

Alas ! cried Surival, with an emo- 
tion which he imagined to proceed 
onlyrfrom pity, what ails this charm- 
ing girl ? She wants a lover» replied 
E 4 Alhfaroth, 
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Afhtaroth, and- immediately moved 
the tclefcope ; when Surival inftant- 
ly perceived a young man, apparently 
in great uneafinefs, incapable of reft- 
ing in any place, and, though in per- 
fedl health, in greater perturbation 
than hundreds that are fick. Good 
heavens ! exclaimed Surival, what is 
the matter with that young man ? 
"He is in want of a miftrefs replied 
Afhtaroth. Well, then, interrupted 
Surival, why does he not repair to the 
young girl we have juft been obferv- 
ing? That, faid Alhtaroth, is thevery 
thing I was. going to remark; but 
all this happens for want of knowing 
one another. There, continued he, 
are twoperfonswliolikewife knowone 
another very little. Do you fee that 
man, walkiiig on tiptoe, who fays 
every thing in a whifper, has fuch an 
intriguing air, and fcatters his money, 

on 
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on every fide, to render thofe dumb 
whom It is impoffiblc he fhouki 
blind ; who, in (horr, refembles a 
thief, ready to fall into the h«nds of 
juftice ? Thi« perfon is a hufband, \A\o 
fecrctly introduces into his apartment 
a young girl, with whom he is defpe- 
sately in love. Ahl fays he to him- 
felf , how delighted (hould I be if my 
wife, who is tooconftanr, would chufe 
herfclf a lover ! She would not then 
be at leisure to fcrutinize my condud, 
fo narrowly : I fliould be more at li- 
berty and therefore more happy. 

He reafons very juftly, faid Surival. 
But flop, replied Aflitaroth, lee us 
BOW turn ithe inftrument on his wife, 
whofe, apartment is at a diftance 
from his own, ^nd who, at this mo- 
ment, is introducing into it a young 
gallant. You fee (lie is in the fame 
E 5 cmbarafT- 
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cmbaraflhient and anxiety, and is, 
in like manner, faying to herfelf, what 
would I not give if my hufband 
would«but, for once, be guilty of an 
aft of iTifidelity ! I (hould then have 
nothing wherewith to reproach my- 
felf, and my mind would be more 
at eafe* You fee two or three explar- 
natory words would produce a right 
underftanding, and mutual indul- 
gence, and they might lead their 
lives in peace and fatisfafti^n : but 
this is all for want of knowing each 
other. 

That is not abfolutely certain, 
anfwered Surival: who, at the fame 
inftanr, applying the trumpet to his 
ear, was almoft ftunned by a prodi-^ 
gious noife. This was occafioned 
by a middle aged man, who loudly 
accufed heaven andcs^rth of injuftice. 

I pof-- 
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I poffcfs, faid he, bo:h •» ir onvi !«.r3- 
ing 1 1 write both in vcrfe ani proi ; 
the theatre has appkcdei zr.j pr>- 
du6tions, and philofopberij^re bera 
inftrufted by my labours ; yet l1 .1 
am I perfccuted by poTc.ny. I would 
willingly part with a large portion of 
my fame for a fmall one of money. 

Yog pity this man's czk^ fold 
Afhtaroth. Turn your inflrument 
this way ; you there fee a man very 
rich but very difcontented. Th^c 
is not at all extraordinary, replied 
Surival. But he found it mu.h more 
furprifing to hear him, by the adif- 
tance of his trumpet, complaining 
nearly in thefc terms : I poircfs all 
that money can procure, be am by 
no means contented. I afpire to tl 
reputation of a great man^ and 
only regarded as rich. How willing^ 
E 6 woul 
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would I part with a great deal of 
money for a little fame ! Surival, on 
hearing this, could not forbear call- 
ingoutJ[|him, without refledlingthat 
he could not be heard, to purchafc 
fome manufcript of the poor fcholar, 
whofc complaints were equally loud 
from a contrary caufe ; but, as every 
one had not his trumpet, his advice 
was wafted away and fcattered by 
the winds. 



You give good counfcl, faid Afli- 
tarpth, though it cannot be heard/ 
You fee, were it -not for want of 
knowing oire another, the one might 
acquire fame, and the other riches, 
and the wants of both be removed. 

His inftruments prefented him 
with feveral other objefts, no lefs cu- 
rious and intercfting. Sometimes 
he faw a man equally tirefome to 

himfclf 
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himfcif and troublcfomc to oth«rff, 
who, in order to procure company, 
would go to the Palais Royal, and afk 
aiiumber of perfons to dine with him, 
though fcarcely acquainted with their 
names ; while at the fame moment 
in the garden of the Thuilleries, a 
worthy man, who was half familhed, 
' could meet with no invitation. Some- 
times he faw an honeft man in the 
utmoft diftrefs, becaufe he was una- 
ble to borrow a trifling fum on unex- 
ceptionable fccurity j and, at the next 
inftant, a rich ufurer in the greateft 
uneafinefs, becaufe he could not lend 
his money to advantage. Perpetually 
the fame refledtion recurred : all thii 
is for want of knowing one another. 
Well, faid Surival, and what is the 
moral of this exhibition ? What 
jour conclufion ? 

Icon- 



I conclude, replied Afhtaroth, that 
Nature hach fumifhed men with all 
that isneccflary to render them happy, 
and that it is their own fault if they 
are not fo. 

True returned Surival; all I have to 
fay is that, though men,undoubtedly, 
have among them whatevrr is nccef- 
fary to their happinefs, yet, they arc 
likely to be but little the better for 
Nature's kihdnefs, unlefs you furnifli 
them with your telcfcope and trum- 
' pet, to enable them to difcover where 
what they want is to be found. 



YOUTH 
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YOUTH AND VANITY; 

OR, THE 

TURKISH PHILOSOPHER. 

lyi TALE. 

ISMAEL CouLosKi paflcd His life 
peaceably and happily in an cxaft 
obfervance of the Mufulman law. A 
fon, arrived at the age of eighteen, 
two wives, ftill very agreeable, and 
half a dozen young and handfome fe- 
male flaves compofed his houfehold. 
This was fufficient for a man fixty 
years oldj and, wjiat is more, a phi- 
lofopher. 

His principle concern was the 
education of his fon, on which* he 

bellowed 
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bellowed the greater part of his time ; 
and, as he was now about to go abroad 
into the world, and praftife the leflbns 
he had received from his father, 
Coulolki judged it proper to repeat 
the ufeful advice he had fo frequently 
before inculcated • Having therefore 
taken him to a private adfec in his 
garden, he addrefled him in^the 
following terms : 

My fon, you are not ignorant 
that I am a philofopher, and defire 
nothing fo muqh as to fee you a 
philofopher likewife. I am going 
to fend you to Conftantinople, to my 
brother, who is a Bafhaw with Three 
Tails. Your uncle will introduce 
you into life. It is heceflary to fee 
every thing with cur own eyes, as 
much as pofS^le. 

Do 
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Do not fufFer any thing to grieve 
you to excefs. There is, in fadt, no 
fuch thing as phyfical evil in the 
world. A wife man is neither depref- 
ed by forrow nor tranfported with 
joy. 

CarefoUy fhun thofe tumults of the 
mind which violent hopes or fears oc- 
cafion. Your foul ihould be a po- 
lilhed furface, never fullied by the 
impure breach of the paflions. 

Be preparedYor whatever may hap- 
pen, and remain equally tranquil in 
profperity and adverfity. Sufftt 
yourfelf to wonder at nothing. 

You would do well to acquire a 
real friend : fuch an acquifition is in* 
deed ineftimable. 

, Above all, my fon, be difcrect, 
fobcr and temperate. I do not ex- 

^aftljr' 
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aftly know how matter afts on the 
mind, or influences our reafon •, but 
it is certain our faculties may be de- 
plorably injured by the ufc of ftrong 
liquors. Satisfy none but your nccef- 
fary appetites, and overcome all irre- 
gular defires.- 

My fon, you are, as yet, unacqaint- 
cd with women. They are born 
cither to ferve or to enflave •, never 
become a lover, if you wifh to be a 
mafter. 

I fliall not mention how much it 
is your duty to maintaip an unfhakcn 
AOicii, 111 mc myiiciics ui mc ^ lopiirt. 
You arcdifcrect. If you are fo un- 
fortunate as to difbelieve the religious 
doftrines of your country, ftill be 
wife enough to conceal your Incre- 
dulity, and God alone xan^ punifh 
the crimes that have never been com* 

'. . ^ mittedj 
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mitted, but in thought. Neverthekfs, 
beware, my fon, of fuppofing all 
your forefathers tcf have been de- 
ceived } that opinion would btit ren- 
der your life wretched. . It is faid 
there are philofopl^prs who profefs to 
'doubt of every thing, Thefe are in- 
deed to be pitied. Uncertainty is 
the poifon of the mind, and a proof 
of its weaknefs. 

Shun Anger, which degrades a* 
man ; and Falfehood, which renders 
him contemptible. 

Such, my fon, is my advice in few 
WIU3. vj^-r, loigcL not yuur rdLiiCi s 
endeavor to prove I have nor fown 
in an ungrateful foil, and that you- 
dcferve the tender care I have ever 
fhewn for your welfare. 

After this difcourfe, Ifmael em- 
braced 
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braced his fon, who immediately fet 
out for Conftantipoplc. My father's 
admonitions are extremely juft, faid 
he to himfelf; 1 fliould be' very fim- 
ple, indeed, were I not to follow ad- 
vice fo very cafy to be obfcrved. 
Oh ! I am certain he will be perfedly 
fatisfied with my condufl:. Yes, "my 
father, I call our Prophet to witnefs, 
I fwear by — — 

It is wrong to fwear at all, cried a 
tall pale man who flood near hina. 
Learn, young nr:n, that all rafti oaths 
are crjmess and that your foolifh pre- 
fumption will foon be punifhed* 

Sir, replied Coulofki, with modeft: 
arrogance, I perceive, by your habir, 
you are a Dervife j but it is probable 
you do not know I am the fon of a 
philofopher ; nay, indeed, a phildfo- 
pher myfelf, I thank God, * You 

will 
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will therefore allow I am almofl ex- 
empt from folly. 

Exempt from folly ! Ha! ha ! ha! 
You are a fool, anfwered the Dcrvifc 

You are a liar, replied Couloiki. 

That is not yet proved, returned 
the Dervife, with infolent contempt. 

There, then, is the demonftration, 
faid Coulofld, ftriking him. Be gone, 
inftantly, before I Ihaftiife your un- 
mannerly prellimption. 

The Dervife, who well knew he 
Was not the ftrongeft, prudently re- 
tired, and our philofopher continued 
his journey 

Alas! faid he to himfelf, I have 
fallen into the frenzy called Anger ; 

a fpe- 
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aipecies of madnefs, with which I had 
flattered myfelf I fliould never have 
been attacked. But my father could 
not forcfcc I fhould meet a fanatic, 
who would infult me. It is not fo 
eafy • to be calm and patient as I at 
firft iniajgined. ' 

"While he was abforbed in thefc 
refledtions he arrived at Conftantino- 
pic. 

Loft in admiration, at *the appear- 
ance of this great city, every paltry 
edifice attradtcd his attention, and he 
remained, for a while, plunged in an 
aftoniihment bordering on ftupidity. 
A charitable Jew, who perceived 
he was a ftrangcr, politely offered 
him his fervices, and awakened him 
from his rcverje, . 

Couloiki blufhed to think he had 

fufFered 
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foffcred himfclf to be aftonirhcd, and 
Tcqucfted the Jew to condua him to 
his uiacle, the Bafliaw. 

Moft willingly, faid the Ifraelitc, 
But which of the Bafhaws do you 
mean ; for there arc feveral at Con- 

ftantinoplc ? ^ 

To my uncle, without doubt, re- 
plied Couloflci; to my uncle Cou- 
loflu, Baihaw of Three Tails to the 
Sublime Porte. 

The Jew, Having now received 
fufficient information, defired him 
to follow; but fcarcely had they 
entered the houfe of the Ba.fhavv 
before they heard the moft piercing 
(hrieks, and faw the ofBccrs of the 
Seraglio dragging away feveral flavcs, 
who appeared in an agony of diftrefs* 

' Three 
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Three mutes, followed By fome 
Janniffaries, then appeared j one of 
whom bore a head^ on the top of a 
lance. 

^Oh heavens ! cried the Jew ; what 
dreadful event is this! They are 
bearing the head of the Bafliaw^ 
doulofki, to the Sultan ! Fly, unhap- 
py youth, or j^ou will be inevitably 
involved in your uncle's misfortunes; 
and your life muft pay for your im- 
prudence. 

On hearing this,^- our philofopher 
began to weep bitterly. There is no 
time to be loft, faid the Jew ; let us 
leave thisjplace inftantly. 

While he was fpeaking, a black 
eunuch came up to thfem ; and, look- 
ing hard at Couloiki, afked his name, 

who 
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who he was, and why he appeared 
in fuch diftrefs. The Jew tpok care 
to anfwer for him. He is the fon of 
Mahonnet Ratfaln, who lives at 
Adrianople, faid the Hebrew. He 
is a youth of fo tender a difpofitjon 
that he cannot look on a human head, 
on the top of a lance, without ihed- 
ding tears. 

Is ihat true, Mahomet ? replied 
the eunuch. Does not this dog of an 
Ifraelite , endeavor to impofe upoa 
me ? ■ 

No, replied our terrified phllo- 
fophcr ; who had received fuch 
drift injundlions never to utter a 
falfehood. 

This little artifice having extricated 

him from the danger with which he 

Vol. I. F was 
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was threatened, the Jew took him 
home. 

As foon as he perceived himfclf 
in fafety. Fear gave place to Joy^ 
and he thought he could never be 
fufficiently grateful to his deliver- 
er. He lavilhed his carcfles even on 
his very flaves. In his delirium he 
overturned the table on which they 
were going to ferve the fupper, and 
committed a thoufand other extra- 
vagancies ; nor was it without much 
di^culty that the Jew, who was afraid 
of the deftrudlion of his furniture, 
could prevail on him to moderate 
thefe expreffions of his gratitude. He 
prefented him with fome glaffes of 
Greek wine. Ifmael found it of a 
delicious flavor ; it quieted his tranf- 
ports, but it was at the expence of 
his reafon. 

This 
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Poor Iftnad fiq): f::frs :or>; bn-:-? ; 
at length, the fumes cc lir ^>e 
being diffipatedj he awctr, in ^:r::r 
aftonifliment to find fc:r:i:c'f in fuv h 
a fituation. He foon grreffcJ ho a* 
it had happened, and imprecated the 
bittereft curfes on the Jew, who, as 
he prefently perceived, had (Irip^Kd 
him of all he had/ 

F 2 It 
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r" It is thus, cried he, the Prophet 
puniflies thofe who difregard the 
maxims of philofophy. I fufFcred 
myfelf to be tranfported with admira- 
tion, when I entered Conftantinople; 

' I was feized with terror at the danger 
with which I was ' threatened, and 
extricated myfelf from it by telling 
a lie : I afterwards gave way to im- 
moderate joy, put too great confi- 
dence in a Jew, and was guilty of 
intemperance. But, tb fay the truth, 
I never could have fuppofed Con- 
ftantinople fo magnificent a city; nor 
could I forefee the tragical end of 
my uncle, the apparent kindnefs of 
the Hebrew, or the intoxicating 
quality of his wine, which has redu- 
ced me to my prefent fituation. None ^ 
of thefe things howevei* Ihall diftrefs 
me, for, as my father has juftly re- 
marked, there is no fuch thing as real 
evil ill the world. Ihave been taken 

■ by 
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by furprize ; for the future I will be 
more cautious. 

Ifmacl, having made thefc reflexi- 
ons, walked melancholy onwards, not 
knowing whither he went. Hecurfed 
the unpropitious hour in which he 
had left the fage, his father, to adt 
in fo many inflances unworthy a phi* 
lofopher. 

He then endeavored to find a ca«- 
ravanfera, in which he might conceal 
his (hame and appeafe his hunger. 
He was flopped in the ftreet by a 
refpeflijable Mufulman, who afked 
him whether his name was not Ifmael 
Couloiki. 

If you mean ill to me» faid he,' 

my name is not Ifmael : but, if you 

intend to prevent my dying with 

F 3 hunger, 
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hunger^ it fiiall be whatever y^i» 
pleafe. 

Well, replied the honeft Muful- 
man, but if I were a banker, ordered 
by Ifmael Couloiki to fcek his fon 
in Conftslntinople^ if I had fpent the 
whole day in endeavoring to find 
him, and if, obferving that you da 
not appear to have been born in this 
city, and that, anfwering the defcrip- 
tion I have received, I now addrels 
"you in order to pay mtoyou^ bands 
two thoufand fequins, would yoifc 
' then be Ifmael Coulofid ? 

Yes, moft certainly, replied our 
philofopher. 

In that cafe, faid the banker, fol^ 
low me, and I will pay you the money 
on your receipt** 

i Ifmael * 
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Ifmael did cot Ezd z^jnizS cc^ 
ceivcd; the moccy was paif^ tzd 
conveDieot accc:zz:c<farl*ic:'* cc*r- 
cd him during his ftix ia cihc drr > 

which offer he wiZlcg.j icccr^t 



The inienrioa of b:s filler wi5 1:^ 
enable him to fzlldt :He fi^srof :Lc 
Divan^ withcjt bcirg an cxper.ce ii> 
any one; but his cncle^s dearn had 
put an end to all his hopes of prefer- 
ment. However, the banker intere{i- 
cd himfelf fo zealcoil/, in h:s favor, 
that the Grand Vifir coofentcd not to 
confider him as anrwerablc for the 
crimes of the BiCiaw, but ever, per- 
mitted him to hope promotion. 

In fad, the principal gji'ilt of. that 
officer had been his riches; a fault fel- 
dom pardoned, in that country, where 
confifcations compofe the greateft 
part of the revenues of the prince, 
F 4 and 
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and where the poffeflfions of the mi- 
nifters appertain, after their death, to 
the imperial treafury. 

Coulofki, though he had fcarcely 
ever feen a mufkct difcharged, was 
now advanced to the poll of Aga of 
the Janiffaries, that officer having 
lately been ftrangled by the Grand 
Seignior's order. 

Arrived at this dignity, Ifmael 
foon manifefted all the haughtinefs 
and arrogance of a nian in power. He 
now thought Fortune would never a- 
gain forfake him, and that his pre- 
fcnt honors were only preparatory to 
greater preferment. 

Ambition, however, had not fo en- 
tirely engroffed him as to exclude the 
palEon of Love. His harjim was re- 
puted to be one of the moil numer- 
ous 
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ous in Conftantinople; his agents had 
procured him, fromGeorgiaj fome of 
the greateft beauties of that country. 

Thefe females receive an educar 
tiori fuitable to the part they are one 
day to aft. They arc taught to re- 
nounce that pride fo natural to their 
fex, and which is looked on^ in other 
countries, as the buFwark of Virtue. 
Their inftrudions all turn on the art 
of pleafing, which they are told con- 
fifis in complaifance and fubmiffion. 
Yet can they feldom obtain any great 
inBuence over their ioiperious maf- 
ters. The far different education of 
our European ladies enables them to 
excite dcfires, which the Georgians 
are only proper to cxtinguifli. 

In the midft of twenty Odalics, the 

Icaft beautiful of whom would have 

been idolized in the public gardens of 

F 5 Paris^ 
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Paris, IFmael had flill preferved his 
heart. At length, however, he grew 
labfolutely infatuated with a little 
French Have, though but moderately 
handfome, who compleatly revenged 
her fex's wrongs, fuffered from If- 
mael's infenfibility ; and thus it hap- 
pened : 

As our philofopher was walking 
in the place were flaves arc ex^oled 
to fale, he heard an Armenian mer- 
chant fwearing, in very tolerable 
Turkilh, and a young girl mocking 
him, in French. Am I not very un- 
fortunate ? faid the Armenian. I have 
given forty fequins for this little 
French huficy, and can find nobody 
who will purchafe her at half the mo- 
ney. I Ihall be obliged to keep her 
for myfelf. . 

That's a fad misfortune, faid If- 

maelj 
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mad, ;vho loved to appear generotis s 
there are your forty fcqoius, fend her 
to my faaram. 

• Henrietta ( for fo was this French 
girl named ) remained fcveral days in 
the haram of Ifmael, without his pay- 
ingheranyvifir. This mark of con- 
tempt, however it might have been 
Mt by an Afiatic, was no wayi afflicl- 
"|g to her. She did not imagine a 
Turk capable of love. Thcaukward 
and flovenly air of her companions 
made a far greater impreffion on her 
than their beatity,and Ihe could not 
envy them the favors of their mafter. 

Let him adore their charms, cried 
ffie, and for ever neglea mc ; my 
captivity will be kfs difagreable. 
Indeed ,t is lucky for me thefc Turks 
have fo Tittle tafte. 



^ ^ Ifmael, 
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Iftnacl, however, unfortunately 
loon acquired it. He took a fancy 
to aflc Henrietta how ihc approved 
of her ne^ condition, and whether 
fhe regreteij her own country. She 
replied to his queftions by an inter- 
preter, and in time was able to con« 
verfe without fuch affiftance. She 
affured him fhe ardently wi(hed to re- 
cover her liberty, and found no a- 
mufement in the Seraglio which 
could enable her to fupport its Lofs. 

Ifmaelwas furprized and piqued 
at this declaraiion. Your compa- 
nions^ faid he, think themfelves the 
happieft women in Turky* 

They are born for flavery, replied 

. Henrietta^ ^rid feel not, as I do, the 

uneafinefs of reftrainf. You are the 

mafter of their hearts, whereas you 

are the deteftation of mine. Your 

difguftiftg 
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dlfgufting prefence makes them 
tranfcendently happy -, for» being a 
man, you arc all they dcfirc. 

And pray what do you defire? 
replied Qur philofopher. 

Delicacy, returned flie j attention, 
politeneis, a fenfible and elegant 
mind ; in fcorr, the art of pleafing, 
of which the Turks, and cfpecially 
your Lordfhip, are all fo profoundly 
ignorant. 

Ifmael thought his new ilavc very 
captious; however, willing, at any 
rate, to make her change her lan- 
guage, ha left, as he went away, the 
cuftomary teftimony of the affedtion 
he had ccAceived for her, Henrietta 
followed hi en, and could not ref?ain 
from laughilig aloudt 

Take 
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Take back your handkerchief^ 
faid ihe^ I am far from afpiring to 
the honor it prefegeis. Let me intreat 
. you to prefcnt it to fome one wha 
knows how to value what I defpife* 
This method of ufing your handker- 
chiefs is really very diverting; keep 
them, if you pleafe, and wait till 1 
throw the handkerchief, not you» 
Believe me you. will have need oi 
patience* 

Couloiki little fufpefted the diC- 
tinftion he meant to confer could be 
rcfufed ; but the refufal ferved only 
to kindle in his breaft a more violent 
paffion, and he rcqucfted, as a favor, 
what he had before imagined he might 
demand as a right. This haughty 
Mufulman fell at the feet of- his flave^ 
and acknowledged her the miftrefs of 
his fate. Such condcfcenfion grati* 

fied 
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ficd h^r vanity, but could not over-* 
come her indifference* 

Whilft Ifmael gave himfelf up to 
the pleafures of love, the Vifir, hia 
proteftor, thought of nothing but fa- 
tisfying his avarice and indulging his 
private refentments. 

The principal Aga, who was ex- 
tremely rich and powerful, had dared 
to contradift him before the Sultan v 
and,^ as it is much more drfHcult for a 
Minifter to feem not to notice than 
to punifh ail affront, the Grand Vifir 
was foldy Intent on his deft:ru<5lion, 
and • on deriving profit from his 
ruin. 

His plan was laid in a mafterly* 
manner* Coulofki was in the fecret. 
He was promifed the place of the* 

obnoxious 
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obnoxious Aga, and the hope of this 
preferment revived hi5 ^aibition. 
He, befides, imagined fuch an honor 
would give him a fairer chance for 
the heart of Henrietta. 

Though he ftill continued to fliew 
the fame attention to this attraftivc 
European, her penetration foondifco- 
veredthat his mind was intent on fomc 
ferious affair. To prove her power, 
(he took it in her head to endeavor to 
obtain his fecret. Nothing was nc- 
ceffarybuta few kind glances, and 
fome expreffions which might feem to 
give encouragement/ No very art- 
ful coquetry is requifite to impofc 
upon a Turk. 

Ifmael, who thought himfclf alrea- 
dy in pofTcffion of his wiflieSj^ made 
acomplcatdifcovcry^f the fchcme, 

. concerted 
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concerted by the Vifir ; a fcheme 
which, if it fucceeded, was to advance 
Coulofki to one of the firft dignities 
in the Ottoman empire. 

Three days after the Grand Vifir 
^as banifhed, to an ifland of the Ar- 
chipelago; and Coulofki learned^ with 
no little confternation, that the Aga> 
whom he had intended to ruin^ was 
advanced to the pdft of the degraded 
Minifter. 

He immediately haftened to the 
9|)artment of his French flave> to 
difcovcr whether this event had not 
been caufcd by her iitdifcretion. It 
was then he perceived the extent of 
his misfortunes. Henrietta was not 
to be found ; ihe had fled with the 
eunuch^ who was appointed her guar- 
dian, and had difCovered the whole 

plot 
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•plot to the Aga, who favored their 
efcape^ and, improving his oppor- 
tunity, raifcdhimfclf on the ruins of 
his enemy. 

Our hero, once more involved in 
misfortunes, began, according * ta 
cuftom, to philofophize. The good 
opinion he entertained of himfclf was 
no ways diminifhed, by thefe crofs 
accidents. He attributed them to a 
kind of fatality, which was not to be 
avoided. His vexation would not 
fuffer him to return to his father* 
Finding, however, a caravan of mer- 
chants, going to Perfia, he embrac* 
cd the opportunity to leave Conftan- 
tinople ; and, having taken with him 
fuch things of value as he could con- 
veniently carry away, he left the re- 
maindcr of his wealth to his enemies* 

There 
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- There was, in the caravan, one 
€^ thofe felf-fufEcient perfons who, 
having contraftcd a violent love of 
difpuCaticMi, will never fuffcr them* 
felvcs to be contradidted. This was 
a Perfian, a zealous adherent to the 
kdt of AH : hje negledted no oppor- 
tunity of pronouncing the eulogiuoi 
of that famous difciple of the prophet, 
at the expencc of Omar, whom the 
Turks hold in the higheil veneration* 

As Ifmael was the youngeil of 
thefe travellers, this difputant ima- 
gined he would be eafieft to peifoade-^ 
ke, therefore, was perpetually extol- 
ling the mildnefs of the law, accord- 
ing to the commentary of Ali. 

Ifmael, brought up in the opinion 

of Omar, endeavored to defend it; but 

.ills adverfary^ more accuftomed to 

this 
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this kind of conteft, overwhelmed 
him with quotations and authorities* 
Coulofki, when he could find no 
more arguments, flew in a paffion^ as 
is ufual with difputants; but, at 
length, which is far lefs ufual, fuf- 
fercd himfelf to be convinced by his 
advejfary's rjcafoning, and embraced 
the opinion of the feft of Ali. He 
even allowed that Onr^ar was the 
wickedeft of men^ and that Mehe- 
met Mohadin might ftill be alive, as 
he is believed to be by the Perfians. 

Our philofopher found no fmall 
difficulty in juftifying this laft difobe- 
diencej yet, faid he to himfelf, it 
cannot furely be any very blameablc 
practice to change our opinion*, when 
we have been proved in an error. 
Demonftration is not to be withftood^ 
but by inexcufable obftinacy— 

And 



C "7 3 • 

And^ after all, my Father could no 
know that I fhould be obliged tc 
maintain a difpute, on the fubjeft o 
my faith, for feveral days together 
and at lad forced to acknowledg( 
myfelf confuted, or be efteemed ai 
obftinate fool ; a very mortifyinj 
thought to a philofopher. 

Thus did our traveller proceed, con 
tinually perceiving his folly, and ye 
continually inventing fophifms to ex 
cufe it. But fuch are men ; what won 
derthey Ihouldfo often deceive others 
when they fo frequently impofc upoj 
themfelves. 

Goulofkf, neverthelefs, was no 
perfcftly fatisfied he was not rcpre 
henfible, and began to grow melan 
choly. His misfortunes, however 
were not yet at their height. Ac 
unexpc^d accident rendered then 

compleat 
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compleat. The caravan was robbed 5 
Ifmael, reduced to defpair, had now 
no refource but to return to his fa- 
ther.. 

The joy he felt, on once more find- 
ing himfclf at home, at firft diffipat- 
«d his grief, O my father, cried he, 
I have finned againft philofophy and 
again ft thee. I have fallen into every 
error I promifed to avoid. 

My fon,.faid old Coulofki, you 
haveonly finned againft yourfclf; but, 
perhaps, it is my fault. I did not fuf- 
ficiently warn you againft vanity. 
That, in fa6t, has been the fource of 
all your misfortunes. Yet may your 
laxe miftakes be ufcful to you through 
the reft of your life. No inftruftion 
is better remembered than that which 
is dearly bought. You arc already 

cured 
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cured of your prefumption^ which is 
certainly making a conGderable pro- 
grefs. Philofophers are not exempt 
from a few falfc fteps ; they even 
fometimes fall, but they afterwards 
rife, ftrongcr and more courageous. 
Taught Wifdom by Calamity, they 
perform the reft of their joum(?7, 
through the world, with fewer devia- 
tiotis from the paths of Prudence. 
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THE 

SPANISH EVENING. 

A T A L E. 
BY THE CHEVALIER DE FLORIAN, 

IN a village of Andalufia. lived an 
honeft ruftic, named Pedro. He 
poffeffcd the fined farm in the coun- 
try> but that was the lead part of his 
riches. Three fons, and as many- 
daughters, brought him by his wife,' 
Therefa, were already married and 
had children, who dwelt all in the 
fame houfe. Pedro, at the age of 
eighty, and Therefa, at feventy-eight, 
wercferved, loved, andrefpefted, by 
this numerous family, who were folciy 
' attentive to prolong and comfort their 
old age, 

^ ■* 
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As they. had been fober and xn- 
"duftrious in their youth, their declin- 
ing years were affliftcd with no infir- 
mity. Contented with themfelves, 
mutually affeftionate, pro\Kl of, and 
delighted with, their offspring, they 
inceffantly offered up thanks to hea- 
ven, and poured forth bkffings on 
their children* 

One evening, after having paffed 
the day in the labors of the field, 
the refpeftable Pedro, Therefa, and 
ftieir numerous family bad feated 
themfelves on the grafs-plat before 
their door; they admired the beauties 
of the clofc of a fummcr's day, lb 
much unknown to the inhabitants 
of cities. 

See, faid the old man, how jnag- 
nificent the heavens appear, while 
the ftars, one by one, Ihine forth to 

"Vol. I. G decorate 



decorate the fuperb arch. The moon, 
bid behind thoie poplars, iheds a waa 
aivd trembling tight, which tinges 
every objedt with a glimiriering 
palenefs ; the wind fcareely breaths, 
and the ftill trees feem fearful of dif- 
turbing the birds which reft on their 
branches; the warblers ceafe their 
fong, the linnet fleeps with his head 
under his wing, and the wood-pJgeon 
repofes in the midft of her young. 
This profound filcnce is only fnter- 
rupted by a plaintive and diftant ciy, 
which is heard at unequal intervals^ 
- and proceeds from the owl, the em- 
blem of the wicked, who wakes 
while others fleep. He fears the 
light of the day. 

O my children ! continue virtuous, 
and you (hall continue happy. Your 
mother and I have now enjoyed, for 

fixty 
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fixty years, felicity uninterrupted ; to 
obtain which, may you never under- 
go what we have experienced. 

At thefe words a tear ftarted into 
the eyes of the good old Pedro. I/a- 
bella, the eldeft of his daughters, 
wiped it away, and killed his cheek. 

My father, faid (he, to relate paft 
misfortunes is fometimes pleafant; 
you know how earneftly we defire to 
hear you recount thofe you have 
endured. My mother will be pleafed 
to recall to memory your early years; 
it is not late, the evening is delight* 
ful, and the pleafure of liftening to 
you will refrelh us more than fleep. 

All the family of Pedro joined in 
the fame intreaties, they formed a cir- 
cle round him ; every mother took 
into her lap the child whofe noife 
G 2 might 
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might difturb attentionj hulhed it to 
reft, and, profound filence enfuing, 
the good bid man, leaning on his 
daughter, and afFeftionately clafping 
the hand of Therefa, thus began his 
narration : 

At the tinne that I was eighteen 
years of age, Therefa was fixteen, fhe 
was then the only daughter of JLo* 
renzo, the richeft farmer in the 
country -, I was the pooreft peafant 
in the village, but did not perceive 
my poverty till I began to love 
Therefa. 

I did my utmoft to extinguifh a 
paflion which I believed muft inevi- 
tably render my life unhappy. I 
could not doubt but my fmall fortune 
would prove an infurmountable ob- 
ilacle to my obtaining her I loved. 

-And 
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And that I muft either renounce the 
objc6b of my aflfedions or difcovcr 
feme method of acquiring riches. 
But to become rich it was neccffary 
to leave the village in which was the 
habitation of Tberefa^ and this was 
not in my power. 

After having con fidered the mat- 
ter, and made ufe of the little rca- 
fon I ftill poilefledj I detenniBed to 
ofitr myfelf as a fervant to the 
father of Thcrcfa. 

My offers of fervice were accepted ; 
I was received. You will imagine 
with what good will I labored- I 
foon became the friend of Lorenzo, 
and, what was infinitely more pre- 
cious, favored by Therefa. 

You, my children, who are mar- 
ried, know, by experience, with what 
G 3 delight 
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delight two lovers feek and enjoy' 
the company of each other, whea 
once their hearts are united. The- 
refa loved me as much as I loved 
her; I thought of nothing but her j 
and the happincfs of pafling my life 
in her prcfencc intoxicated me to 
fuch excefs that I forgot it mud: have 
- an end« 

My error was not of long duration. 
A" farmer of a neighboring village 
requefted Therefa, of her father, in 
marriage. Lorenzo informed him- 
fclf concerning the number of corn- 
fields and vineyards poffeflcd by the 
fuitor ; and, being perfeSly fatisfied 
in thefe enquiries, promifcd him his 
daughter. 

In vain was it for us to weep or re- 
' call the vows we had fo frequently re- 
peated. Our complainings could be 

of 
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of no avail. The inflexible Lorenzo 
fignified his difpleafure at the uneafi- 
Dcfs too apparent in his daughter's 
behavior: we were, therefore, forced 
to conceal our affedion, and our 
wretchednefs. 

The fatal day approached; all 
hope was loft, and we were about 
to be feparated for ever. Death it- 
felf feemed lefs terrible than fuch a 
feparation. To avoid it, we had re- 
courfe to the only means in our 
power; we fled together from the 
houft of Lorenzo, 

We knew well we committed a 
crime, nor did our offences go un- 
puniihed. 

We left the village in the dead of 

nighc. Therefa rode on a little mule 

G 4 which 
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which had been given her by her 
uncle ; I had, therefore, declared flie 
mi(^hc with juflice take away that 
mule, fince it did not belong to her 
father. She carried with her, on the 
mule, a little bundle, containing her 
and my cflcils, fomc provifions, and 
a fmall funi of money, the fruitsof 
her oeconomy. 

For my own part, I would take 
nothing with me. I had ftolen a 
daughter from her father, but I could 
not reconcile it to my confcience to 
carry away any thing more. We pur- 
fued our journey all night, and at 
break of day found we had reached 
tbe mountains, and were out of all 
danger of being overtaken. 

We then ftopped in a valley on the 
banks of one of thofe murmuring 

rivulets 
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rivulets fo often celebrated, and fo 
often fung, in paftoral poetry, The- 
refa alighted from her mulc^ and 
feated herfelf with me upon the grafi^ 
we fatisfied our hunger with fcnito 
dried fruic^ and appeafed our third 
with water from the flream ^h>h 
ran by our fide. After thi^ fr »;//! 
and delicious repaft, we hf^/^^^f^ ftp 
confider in what manner w^ ^n^^it to 
live for the future^ 

After having twenty fitr^A fA^-rf^.-i 
over the money Thef<5^^ H<^: vv» ,/- 
with her, and after h^v'.r y < w % , ^-f 
the value of the mult J4r *;.*, ,'.v//r 
it could pofljbJy Win;/, ^^ l^'/r. , ! ♦- 
our whole fortune c\r', t// *-//.• - -> 
more than twer.^7 c\ a^'%4 

It was nr>t p^/fT/v> f/> f w' > ,v' y^ 

on twenty d.-c^n*. "V-^ < - « -/ ,^ 

therefore, t/^> ;r^/^^* i ?/ i^.v 1/*^- 

O 5 .., , 
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tion even ftill more infupportable 
than the calamities we had reafba to 
fear. 

At length, having no other re- 
fource, renlifted in a regiment of 
cavalry, then in garrifon at Cordova i 
the bounty-money I received I car- 
ried to Therefa, who burft into tears 
as I gave her the wretched pittance* 

My pay was fiafficient to maintain 
us, and additions were made to our 
income by the induftry of Therefa, 
who foon after brought me a child,, 
the pledge of our mutual Affe£lion» 

You, Ifabella, were that child ^ 
from you we hoped to find comfort 
and happinefs in our declining years: 
of every other child we formed the 
fame expcdations, nor have we been 
deceived. Your mother pafled the 

day 
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day by the fide of your cradle, while 
I, by a careful difcharge of my duty, 
obtained the eftcem of my fuperiors> 
and the friendfhip of my comrades^ 

Don Ferdinand, my captain, was 
only twenty years of age. He excel- 
led the reft of the officers in the ele- 
gance of his perfon, and engaging 
" affability of his manners. He con- 
ceived a friendfhip for me. I had 
related to him my adventures, and 
he was defirous of feeing Therefa. 
Our ftory intcreftcd him, and he pro- 
mifed to ufe all his influence to pro- 
cure a reconciliation between us and 
our father Lorenzo; giving his word, 
at the fame Mme^ to obtain my dif- 
charge as foon as ever I ftiould be 
reconciled to my father-in-law. 

Don Ferdinand had already written 
to our village without receiving an 

anfwer ; 
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anfwer; dajr after day pailed on^and 
my young captain did not feem at all 
to abate in his friendly ardor. 

Therefa, however, appeared very 
une^fy, and, when I a&ed the caufe, 
either fpoke of her father, or turned 
the coi>vcrfation on fome other fub- 
jeft. Very far was I from fuf^efting 
Don Ferdinand was the occafion of 
her difquictudc. 

This young man, unable to rcfift 
the tumultuous defires ufual at his 
age, had found Therefa no lefs cap- 
tivating than (he had appeared to 
mc. His. virtue and honor were too 
weak to withftand his paiSon. He 
was acquainted "with our misfortunes, 
and how nauch we needed his pro- 
teftion and fcrvices ; yet he pro- 
ceeded to make love to Therefa, who 
heard him with indignation ; but, 

knowing 



knowing AcTi^im:^ anc fsaim:/ tr 
my temprr, tsrrfiilW t^nr -tir fzia 
fecrct froaj ir-j in^wJet^ ¥.::ii*_ 1, 
blind aod crt^La:iiitj wat rxm-.niu^I- 
extolling tie gfmsriJiis frcmulii.i uf 
young FcTd:i;2iii 

One day, aftar tbf |T«irc bat: :w?r 
relieved, and I was rtrtumirig :>vmt 
to my wifr, I, to rrr -nrrjrrfl'^ic 
fur prize, perceired Larrr:zc- H^re 
I found yo J, la:d be, ri«j. Dcc^rr^rr ! 
Reftore me my da'-.g:^t^ ! il*rf:vr*: 
me the bappmrfj of w^^th ; -j;; ngve 
deprived me, in rer-rrr fee rhe frit^rid- 
Ihip I fo foolilbly e:iier:2intd far 
you ! 

I immediately fell on my knees be- 
fore him, and, after patiently bearing 
with the firll violence of his wraih, 
I lb far appealed him^ by my tears, 
that he confented to hear me. I did 

not 
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not endeavor to juftify myfclf, but 
to move his compaffion. 

The evil, faid I, is not to be re- 
medied. Therefa is mine. She is 
my wife. My life is in your hands, 
punilh me, but Tpare your child, 
your only daughter. Diftionor not 
her hulband ; flie would die with 
grief; forget me that you may com- 
paffionate her. 

As I faid this^ inllead of conducing 
him to Thcrefaj I led him towards 
the place where you, my daughter, 
were then at nurfe. Come hither, 
faid I, and fee another who has a 
right to your pity. 

You were then in your cradle, and 
alleep. You feemed the emblem of 
innocence and health. Lorenzo fixed 
his eyes on you, they were foon 

moiftened 
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moiftened with tears. I took you, 
and prefcnting you to him. " This/* 
faidj, "isalfoyour daughter.** 

The motion waked you •, but, as 
if heaven had infpired you for the 
occaiion, inftcad of crying you be- 
gan to fmile, and, ftretching out your 
little arms, entangled your fingers 
in his white locks, innocently pulling 
him cowards you. 

The old man could withftand no 
longer ; he covered you with kiffes, 
he prefled you to his breaft, and 
taking you in his arms, " Come, faid 
he, let us go to my daughter. You 
Ihall be my ion," ftretching forth his 
hand at the fame time, as a proof of 
his reconciliation. 

Judge,- my children, with what 

delight I accompanied him to our 

poor home. 

As 
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As wc went along I began to rc- 
coHcdt that the (hock of feeing her 
father fp abruptly might be too great 
for my Thercfa. In order, therefore, 
to prevent the bad cffedts of fuch a 
furprize, I ran before Lorenzo, and, 
opening the door, faw Don Ferdinand 
flruggling with Therefa, who was 
obliged to employ force to favc her* 
felf from his violence ! 

V 

In an inftant my fword was in the 
bofom of my falfe rival. He fell, 
bathed in blood, at my feet. His 
eric? foon brought a crowd to the 
fpot. The guard arrived, my fword 
was yet reeking, I was fcizcd, and 
the unfortunate Loxenzo faw, on 
his arrival, his wretched fon-in-law 
loading with irons, and dragged, af- 
terwards, to a dungeon, 

I embraced 
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I embraced him, and recom^ 
mended to his protection my child 
and my wife, who was then in a ftatc 
of infenQbility. I kiffed thee, like* 
wife, .my dear daughter, and follow- 
ed my comrades who conducted me 
to prifon. 

I continued in confinement two 
days and two nights, a prey to the 
moft gloomy reflexions. I knew 
not whether Don Ferdinand was a- 
live, nor what was become of Thc- 
refa s I faw no one but my jailor^ 
who gave no other anfwer to my 
quefBons but an afllirance that it 
could not be long before I fbould 
be executed. 

The third day, the door was cpen- 
ed, and I was ord::red oucof pricn. 
A detachment of fbldicrs wis in 
waiting ; they conducted me to :he 
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place where wc ufually cxercifcd. I 
faw at a diftance my regiment under 
armSj and perceived the dreadful 
preparation for my punifhment ! 

The idea that my mifery was at 
its height feemed to renew my 
ftrcngth ; I redoubled my pace, by 
a kind of cohvulGve motion, and 
called on Therefa without knowing 
what I faid, while I fought her on 
every fide in vain. 

My fentence was read to me ; I 
was condemned to death. A pierc- 
ing cry interrupts my execution ; I 
fee a fpeftre half naked, pale and 
bloody, endeavouring to force thro* 
the guards who furround me. It is 
Don Ferdinand. 

My friends, cried he, I am the 
crimiaal. 1 have defer ved death. I 

attempted 
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attempted to fcduce the wife of this 
unhappy man, arid my punilhmcnt 
was juft. To put him to death would 
be murder. 

The commander of the regiment 
haftens to Don Ferdinand, and (hews 
liim the fentence, by which I was 
condcfnned, for having lifted my 
hand againll my fuperior officer. I 
was not his officer, cried Don Ferdi- 
nand, I had granted him his liberty. 
Here is his difcharge, figned the 
evening before^ I fupplicate not for 
mercy, you had no right to fign his 
condemnation. 

The aftoniflied officers affembled. 
Don Ferdinand and Humanity plea- 
ded on my behalf, and I was remand- 
ed back to prifon. The generous Fer- 
dinand wrote to the minifter, de- 
clared himfelf far the moft culpa- 

ble» 
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ble^ foliciced and procured mypar^ 
dom 

Lorenzo, Therefa, and myfclG 
haftened to throw ourfelves at the 
feet of our deliverer : he confirmed 
my difchargc, and offered us prc- 
fents, which we refufed. 

Wc afterwards returned to this 
village, where the death of Lorenzo 
has put me in pofTefSon of bis 
wealth, and where I and Therefa 
fhall end our days in peace, and in 
the midft of our children. 



THE 
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THE 

RIVAL KNIGHTS: 

OR, THE 

SILVER SCREWS. 

A R O M A N C E. 

BY THE CHEVALIER D£ FJLORIAN« 

AT' the ' time when the Moorifh 
King Aliaton, reigned in Por- 
tugal, Sancho diftinguifhed himfelf 

at his court, and in his ar^iies. His 
foul was incapable of being fatiated 
with glory. In vain did he over-run 
all Spain, conquering giants, ftorm- 
ing caftles, and delivering virgins. 
The unquiet warrior ft ill complained 
he had not fufEcicnt employment. 
Love foon intcrpofed to divert his 
attention from thefe achievements. 

One 
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One day, as he crofled the foreft: 
of Tomar, famous for its labyrinthian 
windings, in which travellers are fo 
often loftj he overtook a Knight who 
was journeying the fame way with 
himfelf, though with a lefs precipi- 
tate pace. Our hero travelled fo faft 
only bccaufe he was uneafy. Deligh- 
ted to meet with a companion, he 
abated his fpeed, and faluted the 
Knight, who turned his horfe aflde 
to let him pafs. 

Sancho aflced him if he was going 
to Lifbon. No, replied the ftran- 
ger. Am I far from it, returned the 
other; yes, anfwered the Knight. 
Here the converfation would have 
ended, had not Sancho anxioufly 
wiflied to continue it, principally bc- 
caufe the other feemed to dcfirc it fo 
little. 

After 
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After icveral frivolous qaeftioDS* 
Sancho proceeded to praife- the 
beauty of the firanger's horfe and 
arms* His companion thanked him 
very modeftly ; but^ at the fame 
time, very laconically. 

Sancho was in defpsur ; he violent*- 
ly goaded his horfe with the fpur, 
to induce the other to enquire the 
reafon. The poor horie fufiered to 
no purpofe ; the traveller continued 
his way with his former tranquillity, 
without fo much as turning his head. 
The two warriors palled on in this 
manner a whole league, and it was 
in vain that Sancho fatigued himfelf 
and his fieed. 

At length our hero could contain 
himfelf no longer; but, addreffing 
the filent Knight, Signer, faid he, 
with a very animated voice, the cold- 

Vol. I. H iicfs 



i t4* } 

nefs with which yob treat mf plainly 
proves you think me unworthy of 
your efteem^ I cannot bear to be 
ufcd with fuch contempt; and, fince 
you do not confider me as worthy of 
your converfationj you will, at leafti 
do me the favor to Ihiver a lance 
with me* 

I cannot defpife you, replied the 
bther, with much indifference, fincc 
Ihave no knowledge of you; long 
harangues difguft me, but I am 
no ways difpleafed at a challenge ; 
only let us make difpatch, for I am 
to lodge at a confiderable diftance. 

I am forry to retard you, faid 
Sancho, apparently much piqued; 
and, immediately placing his lance 
in the reft, rufhed, like lightning, 
on the, till then, tranquil ftranger. 
The' lances of the. two warriors were 

pre- 



C t43 3 

prefcntly broken, their fdrnttm glif* 
tcned, and a ihoufand repeated 
ftrokes ftruck fire from their tnm% 

Stncho was concerned for the 
beauty of his armor: htscuirals was 
of highly poliflied fleel^ beautiful- 
ly diamond-cut $ his helmet orna- 
mented with a golden cock, which 
fupported a fuperb plume of fea- 
thers : the fame figure was the de* 
vice on his buckler/ with this motto. 
War and Love. The ftrokes of 
the ftrangcr*s fword bad already dif- 
figured Sancho*s beautiful head-piece ; 
who, enraged at its demolition, gave 
the reins to his horfe ; and, taking 
his fword in both hands, difchargcd 
a furious blow on his enemy's bead, 

>vith all the' force his anger infpired. 

ft 

The ftroke was terrible ; but was 

, refafted by the ftccl, and only broke 

II % the 
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the murrion. The helmet fell off, 
and rolled along the ground. The 
Ihouldcrs of the difarmcd warrior 
immediately appeared, covered with 
lovely ringlets of hair; and a pair 
of the brightefteyes in the world re- 
proved Sancho for Jiis viftory. 

The trembling hero lets his fword 
drop, alights from his horfe ; and, 
throwing his helmet away, prefents 
himfelf on his knees before his con- 
quered enemy* 

Sancho was handfome, and his 
beauty was ftill more increafcd by 
the courage which fparkled in his 
eyes, the emotion he felt from the 
pleafure of having conquered, and 
the fear of having wounded his an- 
tagonift, which his attitude and fur-' 
prize contributed to augment. 

The 
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TBc lovely warrior, he had dif^ 
armed, furveyed him and blulhed. 
She endeavored to conceal her 
blufties with a fmilc, and gracefully 
offering him her hand, rife. Sir 
Knight, faid (he, you are the con- 
queror. It is my place to afk my 
life of you, 

Alas !: replied Sancho, I feel mine 
is but too much in your power. So 
faying, he returned her her helmet, 
and, remounting his horfc, they con- 
tioued their way as before, without 
fpeaking, though each could not 
help fufpeSing this was the hft time 
they (hould ever fight. 

This beautiful ftrangcr was th^ 
Princefs Elvira, daughter of ihc 
King of Gallicia. No Knight fun- 
palHed her in courage, nor did any 
fcAialc equal her in beauty. Her 
H 3 heart 
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fummits, and appeared^ as they prcP- 
fed againft each other, to lament 
the fate which threatened them. 
The heavens, growing every inftant 
blacker, were only illuminated by 
the. ftreaming lightening. Every 
furrounding obje£t feeii^ied to por- 
tend a tempeft> and a mod dreadful. 
Yet did our tfavellers not beftow a 
thought thereon. 

The daflies of lightening enabled 
them to difcover the caftle ; Sancha 
propofed to make it their afylum» 
and Elvira confented; but the bridge 
was drawn up» and a wide and deep 
ditch defended the entrance. 

Our hero founded the horn» and 
immediately was feen on the top of 
the tower, by the light of a brilliant 
flambeau, not a deformed dwarf, 
like the ufual pages to the great 

Lords 
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Lords of thofc times, but a moft' 
beautiful child. In one hand he 
held a ffambeau of cmiordinaiy 
brightDefs, and carried in the oihcr 

a little bow. 

KnightSj cried he, I am matter of 
this cafile, and am alone capable to 
defend its entrance. In vain have 
all the Kings of Spain endeavored 
to take it. With this bow I am fu- 
perior to all the powers in the world** 
There is, however, one way, added 
he, fmiling, to obtain an afylum 
here. Two lovers who fwear to 
each other eternal love, at my gates, 
fhall always be welcome here. If, 
therefore, you wifli to come in, it is 
in your power, 

Atthefewords Sancho looked on El^ 

vtra, who turned hcrhorfc's head, and 

(lowly paced back towards the road 

H 5 they 
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they had qtrittcd. The Knight, therc- 
fore^ coldly thanked the child , and 
dcjeftcdly followed his miftrefs* 

In the niean trme the thunder 
roars^ the lightenings glare^ the 
ivinds arife, and the clouds pour 
forth their torrents«^ The unrelent* 
ing Elvira alights from her horfe^ 
and, regardlefs of the thunder and the 
tempeft, falls afleep, or pretends fo 
todo, 

Sancho takes his ftation near her, 
but thinks not of repofe. He caft 
a forrowful eye towards the caftle^ 
where they might have been flicker- 
ed ; and, without daring to murmur 
at being obliged to pafs the night in 
the woods, employed his thoughts 
on the means of one day perfuading 
Elvira to be lefs averfe to fuch an 
afylum. 

While 
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While tbey were boch ioddpng 
in their reveries, and peditpi bock 
occupied on the (ame tbougbt, dbe 
Ibund of a horn was beard* Elvirs 
was on her feet in an inftant. Tbejr 
perceive, by the glare of the lighten* 
ingy a Knight, founding with all bif 
force* Prefcntly the fame child ap- 
peared on the tower, and ufed the 
fame expreffions to the Knight he 

Jiad uttered to Sancho. 
> . 

Open, open, cried a young dam* 

fel, whoin the warrior carried behind 

him. I am Xarife, and this is my 

dear Abindarraes : we have long 

iince fworn to love each other for 

EVER. 

Immediately the draw-bridge funk 
and Xarife and her lover pafled 
over, after which it as fuddenly rofe 
again. 

H 6 Sancho 
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SanchOi hopelefs of the fame good 
fortune^ could not forbear fighing; 
Elvira dared not: fhe fcatcd her- 
felf again at the foot of the tree^ and 
the rain began to defcend more vio- 
lently than ever. 

Our two lovers waited the return 
of day in filence-, at length it arrived, 
and the rain ceafed. Scarcely bad 
Aurora tinged the horizon before 
Elvira was on horfeback, Sancho. 
mournfully followed^ 

As they paffed by the caftle, the 
happy Abindarraes and the afFedlion- 
ate Xarife were leaving in to con^- 
tinue their journey. Thefe t\yo lo-^ 
vers, both in the prime of their age, 
beautiful, lively, and delighted with 
the entertainment they had received, 
fmilingly faluted Elvira and Sancho, 
who, wet, pale, and fatigued, re- 
: turned 
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turned their falutation with the ut^ 
moft gravity. 

I cannot but reproach myfclf, faid 
Elvira^ manifcftly piqued, for not 
having employed' force to obtain an 
afylum in the caftle. 

If we ever return there, replied 
Sanchoy I promife you to leave no* 
. thing ui^ttempted to procure you 
entrance. 

The warrior, in ihort, was wholly 
occupied in contriving the means of 
reconduding Elvira to the beautiful 
caftle, but he feared he fhould not 
be able to find the way. The wind- 
ings of theforeftof Tomar rendered 
It almoft a labyrinth*. Sancho con- 
ceived the idea of ftrewing the way, 
with fomething which might be known 
to himfelf alone ^ but a Knight who 

has 



panicd with an anxious fear, Teft thc^ 

beloved objeft (hould be already de- 
voted to another ; every enquiry, 
which may poflibly difpel this doubt^ 
is . made with trembling, and, that 
once difpelledi Hope and Love arc 
redoubled; 

Sancho liftened to Elvira with 
tranfport ; while Elvira plc^fed her? 
felf with repeating, again and again, 
the fame words. Not daring to con-t 
fefs that (he loved her prefent com- 
panion, fhe made herfelf amends by 
declaring ftie. hated Roftubald* , 

During this, deligjitful .converfa-. 
tion, our Knight had compleatly 
taken out all the fcrews of his armor, 
his- cuirafs. W41S no longer held faft to 
his body. But of what confequence 
could that appear ? He faw and heard 
nothing but Elvira, and his thoughts 

were 
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were entirely occupied in contrivn^ 
methods to engage her to return' to 
the regretted caftle. 

As they winded along another path 
from that they were in, they faw, at 
a dillance, a Knight coming towards 
them, mounted on a fuperb courfer^ 
He no fooner perceived . them than 
he advanced full gallop* Elvira fur* 
veyed him and fhrieked. It was Rof- 
tubald. 

The two rivals mftantly, frono 
their mutual attention to^ Elvira, 
their haughty frowns, and jealous 
fears, knew each other, though they 
had never met before. The fierce 
Roftubald, cafting a terrible glance 
on Elvira, attacked Sancho fword m 
hand, who received him with equal 
fury. The ftroke of Sancho made 
KoftubaW totter on his horfe ; but 

his 
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liis armor received the blow* ThAt 
of Sancho; on the contrary, from 
which he himfclf had taken out 
the fcrcws, is incapable of defend- 
ing him long againfl: the fword of 
the barbarian, which makes a dread- 
ful wound in the brcaft of the rafh 
lover. He falls, bathed in blood, 
and turns his dying eyes upon El- 
vira, though not to aik for ven* 
geance. 

The favage conqueror infuUed him. 
Feeble rival! faid he; thou hadft 
placed thy hope In the courage of 
thy aiiftrefi, and therefore thoughtefl: 
. thou needed not know like a lover to 
defend her. Die !— But firft fee the 
objedt of thy afieftion encircled by 
itij arms. 

Thus iaying^ he alighted from 
his horfe, and advanced towards El- 
vira. 
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▼ira. Defpair, Love, and Rage had 
taken po£Rr(Bon of her hean, and 
were manifeft in the eyes of the hit 
Amazon. Prepare to defend chylcl^ 
cried (he ; aod^ inftantly alighting^ 
attacked Roftubald with her utmoft 
fury. He, on his fide, only en- 
deavored to parry the blows, fear- 
ful to return them. 

The charming Elvira was no 
longer woman, but Mars enraged, 
vanquiihing all oppofition. The arms 
of Roftubald cannot refift her fury, 
ap.d his cuirafs becomes dyed in his 
blood. He is uncertain whether to 
fly before the fair, or treat her as an 
enemy; at length, Neceffity andRagc 
prevail, and Roftubald, in his turn, 
attacks Elvira. He repays all the 
ftrokes he receives, and the two 
champions feem determined not to 
cad the combat but with their lives4 

After 
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After moft obftinatc and fearful 
oppolition^ Juftice and Love declare 
for Elvira. 

Roftubald, wearied by the engage- 
ment with Sancho, and the blows of 
JElvira, could no longer refill: the 
dreadful Amazon^ whom this Cght of 
her dying lover infpires with tenfold 
terror! He falls on his knee and 
^l^egs for quarter. 'Tis too late ! 
The fwift defcendingftroke not Pity- 
can recall ! Death overwhelms the 
audacious ra^^ifher I 

In the mean time Sancho lies 
ftrctchcd on the ground, deprived 
qf fenfe or motion. She runs to him, 
kneels befide him, dUtils her tears 
into his wounds, though even that 
balm is incapable c^effefling a cure. 
She tears the veil Ihe wore under her 
^mocs and. binds them up; ihe. puts 

■ her. 
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Tier hand on his heart, to difcover 
i?vhether it yet beat •, but, uncertain 
-whether life remains, while flic 
endeavours to difcover if* he ftill 
breathes, her lips touch thofc of her 
dying lover. 

Yes, Sancho, that kife, the kift 
of love, preferved thy life ; again it 
wakened thee to fenfation ! 

. Sancho opened his eyes; and £1* 
vira, tranfported, ran to fetch him 
water in her helmet. Knight, faid 
flic, live for my fake, live for my 
bappinefs. Thefe words reftore him 
to himfelfj he looks on Elvira, pref- 
fes her hand, and his eyes declare 
what his tongue is unable to pro- 
nounce. 

Elvira then expreffed her defire to 
procure affiftancc to convey her lover 

to 
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to the neighboring village. No, no» 
fatd Sancho, with a weak and tender 
voice, let us rather return to the caf- 
tle and the child. Elvira blufhed, 
and objected, (he was not fgfBcientl/ 
certain of the way. That 1 forefaw, 
replied the wounded Knight, but the 
fcrcwsof nr>y armor will enable you to 
find the road ; I dropped them, that 
I might reconduft you thither, 
though I did not expeft we (hould 
reHirn fo foon. 

Elvira then underftood the reafon 
why Sancho was fo eafily defeated ; 
and (hed tears, produced equally by 
compaffion and love. Without mak-^ 
ing any reply, flie cut down feveral 
branches of trees, of which ihc made 
a litter; and, fattening to itthehorfeof 
Sancho and that of Roftubald, placed 
upon it her wounded lover, and took 
the happy road indicated by the filvcr 
fcrews. 

As 
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. As fooiv as ibe arrived bftfore thft 
caftle^ the child appeared on the 
tower. Elvira did not allow him time 
to ipeak. Open., faid fhc, we will 
love each other for ever. 

At the words, for ever, the gates 
opened ; the heart of Sancho palpi- 
tated as- he paffcd over the bridge*. 
The care taken of him in the caftl^, 
and the tendernefs of Elvira, foon 
reftorcd him to his former health and 
vigor. After continuing a month 
at the caftle^ they haftened to the 
court of Elvira's father, who confcnt- 
cd to the union of the happy pair« 
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BATHMENDI: 

OR, THE 

SlSARCH AFTER HAPPINESS. 

A TALE. 
3Y-M. DE FLORIAN, 

IN the rcign of one of the Kings of 
Perlia^ whofe name hiftory has 
not preferved^ a merchant of Balzora, 
having fuftained great lofles by feve- 
ral unfuccefsful ventures, retired, 
with the remains of his fortune, to 
the borders of the province of Kou- 
fiftan, ^herelie bought a fmall houfc 
and farm. The troubles he had ex- 
perienced fhortened his days ; and, 
perceiving himfclf near his end, he 
called for his four fons, and addreifed 
ihem in the following words : 

My 
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My children, I have no wealth to 
leave you, except this houfe, and 
the knowledge pf a fecrer, which it 
was not proper I Ihould reveal to 
you till now. During the days of my 
opulence, the Genius, Alzim, was 
n^y friend ; he promifcd me to take 
care of you after nny death, and di- 
vide a treafure among you. This 
Genius refides fome miles hence, in 
the great foreft Koni. Thither re- 
. pair, and petition him to beftow this 
treafure on you. But beware how 
you believe—— 

s 

He was prevented by dc^h from 
faying more. 

The merchant's four fons> after 
having buried their father, haftened 
to the foreft of Kom. They enquir- 
ed for the habitation of* the Genius, 
Alzim, which they cafily fiound, as 
Vol* I. I Alzim 
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Alzim was well Icnown to all the 
country, for he received all his vifi- 
tors with theutmoft kindnefs, liftcn- 
ed to their complaints, comforted 
them in their afaiftion, and fUpplicd 
them with money, when they were 
in want. But his favors were all be- 
llowed under one condition, Thofc 
whom he affiftcd were blindly to fol- 
low his advice. Such w^s his-humor -, 
and none were admitted into- his pa- 
lace till they had folemnly fwom 
compliance. 

This oath appeared of very little 
confeqOence to the three eldeft fons 
of the merchant; but the fourth 
could not help thinking it a very 
ridiculous ceremony. He, however, 
determined to go, and receive the 
promifed Treafure; and to fwear, 
with as little fcruple as his brothers.- 
But reflcdling on the dangerous con- 

fequcnccs 
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fequences which might poSSbly ztik^ 

from fo itk^ktect ao oath» and re« 

Hiembering that bis father, who ofiea 

vifited this palace, had been all his 

life engaged in fodiih prqeds, he 

refolved to fecure himfcif from b 

much danger^ and yet not incur the 

' guilt of perjury. With this view he 

Hopped his ears with wax ( <,and» hav« 

ing taken^this precaution, .proftratcd 

himfelf before the throne of Alzim. 

Alzim raifed the fons of his de^ 
ceaied friend from the ground, em* 
braced them, fpoke to them of their 
father, and (hed tears, when be re- 
peated bis name. He then ordered 
a large coffer, full of Darics to be 
brought. This, iaid he, is the trea- 
fure I defign for you* I fliall divide 
it among you^ and, afterwards, in- 
form each what he muft do, to be- 
come perfdftly happy. 

I a Tai 
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Tai heard nothing the Genius faid, 
but obferved him, attentively, and 
imagined he perceived, in his coun- 
tenance and manner, an air of cun- 
ning and malignity. However, he 
received, with gratitude, the portioa 
of the treafure affigned him. Alzim, 
after having thus enriched them, ad- 
^ drefTed them with the greateftfeeming 
aflfcaion. 

My dear children, faid he, your 
good or evil fortune muft depend on 
your meeting, as fpon as poffible, 
with a certain Being named Bath- 
mendi • % who is much fpoken of by 
every body, but known to very few. 
Wretched mortals are indeed perpe- 
tually in fearch of him ; but have ho 
one to direfb thetn where he may be 
found ; I will inform each of you. 

* Bathmendi, in the Perfiaxi, fjgnifies Hap* 
plnefs. 

At 
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At thefc words Alzim took Bekir^ 

fhe cldeftofthc four brothcrj, afidc. 
My fon, faid he thou art born with 
great natural courage, and prodigious 
talents for war. The King of Perfia 
has juft fcnt an army againft the 
Turk«; joinr that army; thou wilt 
find Bathmcndi in the camp of the 
Perfiabs* 

Bekir returned thanks to the Ge- 
nlus^ and burnt with impatience to 

depart* 

Alzim then made a fign for Me;^^ 
jou, the fecond fon, to approarh. 
You poflefs wit, addrefs, and a dif- 
pofition for fuccefsfol diiEmulation, 
faid he : take the road to Ifpahan^ 
Bathmendi is at court. 

, He next called the third brother, 

who was named Sadder. You, faid 

I 3 J>t^ 



i 
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he, are endowed with a lively and 
fertile imagination : you fee objc<£ls, 
not as they really are, but, as you 
would wiih them to be; you often 
difcovcr marks of genius, though 
not always of common fcnfe : you 
will become a great poet. Take 
the rbud to Agfa, yoci muft feck 
Bathmendi among the wits and beau* 
ticsr of that city, 

Tai acEvanceJ, in Kis turn ; 4h(^ 
thanks to the wax, heard not a word 
that was faid. It has fincc been 
known, Alzim advifed him to be- 
come a Dervife. 

The four bfotlief s, having returned 
thinks to lie Genius, their benefac- 
tor, went back to theit habitation. 
The three eldeft thought of nothing 
but BathrtienAi. Tai, having un- 
(topped his ears* heard hit brothers 

arranging 
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arranging every thing for tfadr de- 
parture, propofiog to fell their houfe 
to the beft bidder, and divide the 
money. Tai requefted he might be 
allowed to purchafe; accordingly 
the houfe "and farm were appraifed, 
Tai paid each brother his ihare, out 
of his money, wi(hed them all pofli- 
bit happincfs, embraced them ten- 
derly, and reaiamed,. alone, in the 
houfe of his father*. 

Hfe thcD rcfolved to execute what 
lie hdd long purpoArd. He had €n^ 
pertained a conftant paifion for the 
beauteous Aznina, the daughter of a 
neighbouring peafant. Amina was 
lovely and difcreet. She managed 
the houiehold afiairs of her father^ 
was the comfort of his old age, and 
requefted only two things of the 
Gods :. the firft, that her father loog. 
inightJive^and,.the fecond> that fhe 
L 4^ migfic 



plight become the wife of Tai.. Her 
prayers were heard. Tai alked and 
obtained her in marriage. The father 
of Amina cam£ to live with Tai, and 
teach hinri the art of cultivating his 
lands to the befi advantage. 

^ -Tai had ftill fome of the gold, he 
received from the Genius, remaining. 
This he employed to extend hrs 
farm, and purchafe a flock of Iheep^ 
His lands doubled their value, and 
the fleeces of his (heep increafed his 
wealth. Plenty reigned in the houfc 
of Tai ; and, as he was induftrious, 
and his wife frugal, each yea/ ad-^ 
ded to their income. Amina brought 
him a child every ten months. A 
numerous progeny ruin the idle in- 
habitants of cities : they are the 
wealth of the hufbandman. * 

At 
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.- At the end of fix years, Tai was 
father to feven of the fineft children 
in the world ; huiband to a good and 
virtuous wife ;fon-in-law to an old 
man equally refpcftable and amiable} 
poffelied of many flares and much 
cattle ; and^ at once, the richeft and 
happieft farmer in all Koufiftan. 

In the mean time the three bro- 
thers continued their fearch after 
Bath mend i. 

Bckir arrived at the camp of the 
Perfians, prefented himfelf to the 
Grand Vifir, and requcfted to be em- 
ployed, among the troops deftincd 
for the hotteft fcrvice. His ap- 
pearance and fpirit pleafed the Vifir, 
who gave hitn a command in a com- 
pany of herfe* A few days after a 
bloody battle Was fought, and Bckir 
performed wonders. He favcd the 
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fife of his own coaimmAttf and took 
flic General of the enemy prifoner 
#kh his own hand« The camp re-^ 
ibtinded with hi^ praifes; thefeldieri 
ftyled him the Hero of Perfia^ and 
the grateful Vifir railed his defivetei^ 
to the rank of a general officer. 

Alzim was rights faid Bekir. Here 
Fortune waits me, evcr^ event gives 
me a certainty I fliall now foon meet 
with Bathmendi. 

The glory of Bekir^ and, efpecially 
his fuddcn advancement, excited envy 
and difcontent among the Satraps. 
Some came to afk him after his fa- 
ther, complaining how much they 
had faffercd by his bankruptcy ; o- 
thers pretended that bis mother had 
baeti one of their ilaves, and all re- 
fufcd to ferve under him> becaufc 

they were his elders. 

Thus 
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TKos hadBckiKtfaccefs recdcrcd 
fiim miferable. H< lived in fuhcude^. 
always a prey to mlHruS^ aud ia 
continual expedatioo of receiving 
infults wbicby though he oiight re- 
venge, he could not prevent. He 
regretted the time when be was only 
an undiftinguiihed cadet, and wifhed 
impatiently for the end of the war. 
In the mean time the Turks, rein- 
forced by frcfh troops, ai/J uiAct 
the conduft of a new General, at- 
tacked the army vrhich Bekir com- 
manded. 

This was the opportunity the Sa* 
traps bad long defired. They exerted 
themielves a thoufand times more 
to prevent their commander from 
gaining the battle than they had 
evej done, in their lives, to obtain 
a viaory. Bekir defended himfcif 
like a lion ; but he was neither o- 
1 6 beyed 
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beyed nor feconded. The Perfiati 
foldiers in vain made refiftanccj their 
officers repreffcd their ardor, magDi- 
ficd their danger, and only perfuaded 
them to fly. 

The brave Bekir, defertcd by his 
troops, covered with wounds, and 
overpowered' by multitudes, was 
taken by the Janifiaries. The Tur- 
kiih General had the nieanefs to load 
him with irons, as foon as he was in 
a condition to bear them» and fend 
himtoConftantinople; where he was 
thrown into a naufeous dungeon. 

Alas, cried Bckir, I begin now to 
miftruft that Alzim has deceived me ; 
for I cannot expeA here to me^t with 
Bathmendi. 

The war lafted fifteen years, *nd 
the Satraps continually took care to 

prevent 
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die exchange of Beklr. H0 

aot releafed from prifoni till n' 

todc place between the twd 

BXiODS* 

No fooner was he at liberty than 
he hafiened to Ifpahan^ to kek f bn 
Vifir, his patron^ whofe life he ba^l 
laved. It was three weeks hrfnre 
he could find means to fpcak to hna^ 
at length he obtained an audienr ri 

^ Fifteen years imprifoomrnt mfllc^« 
a great alteration in the Mppti*f$U( a 
of a handfome young man* H^kir 
no longer looked the iAttf^f hot (\ui 
the Vifir know himj at hO, U'/w- 
ever, by carefully retailing io tuiwi 
allthe different events of his jjlorioi/i 
life, he recolledied that Brkir had 
formerly rendered him totne little 
fervicc. 
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/ Yes/yes, my friend^ faid the Vlfir;, 
I remember you ; you arc a brave 
nan; but the ftate has SoSkrtd, 
greatly ; a long war and numerous. 
«3&penccs have exbaufted our finances* 
HovTever, call again -, I will think o£ 
you> I will endeavor—^ 

Alas, vay Lord, cried Bekrr, t 
am in want of common neceffaries,. 
Nay, during the laft fortnight,, 
which I fpent in procuring ad- 
mTflion to your prefence, I muft 
have periftied with hunger, had it 
not been for an old Comrade who 
fliared his pay with me. 

. It was very lucky you met with 
him, replied the Vifir; yours was a* 
very affefting cafe, I will mention 
you to the Soldan : call on mc again. 
You know how much- 1 cftecm. 
you. 

So 



■ Sb ftyifig, he turrted bia bacfe 
Bfkfr eatae, as ordiercd, again, i(nd 
again; hut found aj} admittance 
barred : he therefore quitted, in des- 
pair the palace and the city, refolv- 
Ihg nevdr to enter either of then* 
lirbre.' 

He had rsot ^dtrWded far before 
ht laid him^If down, under a tree,, 
on the banks of the ZenderO«, and 
rcflefted on the ingratitude of Vifirs,, 
on all the calamities he had already 
experienced, and on ihofe with which 
he ftili was threatened. 

At length, no longer able to fup* 
port thefe melancholy ideas, he fud- 
denly arofe, determined to throw 
himfeJf into the river, when he found 
himfelf caught hold of, and em« 
braced, by a poor ragged wretch, 
who bathed him with his tears, ex-^ 

claiming^ 




rs 
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rfaitning, with great emotion. Yes! 
it is my brother ! It is my brother 
Bekir! Bekir turned^ looked^ and 
beheld Mefrou. 

Eftery one, no doubt, experiences 
pleafure at meeting with a brother, 
whom it is long fince he has feen : 
but a difconfolate fugitive, without 
fortune, without friends, thinks he 
beholds an angel defcended from 
heaven, when he unexpededly finds 
a brother he loves. 

Such were the feelings of Bekir 
and Mefrou. They embraced with 
extacy,^ mingled their mutual tears, 
and, after the firft moments of ten- 
dernefs, fotveyed each, other with 
ailoniihment and forrow. 

Are you then alfo in diftrefs ? 
cried Bekir. 

This 
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This, replied Mefrou, is the firft 
happy moment I have experienced 
fince we parted. 

At thefc words the two unfortunate 

brothers again wept, again embraced, 

with the utmoft emotion ; and Mef- 

. rou, feating himfelf near Bekir, thus 

began his hiftory. 

, You muft remember that fatal 
day on which we went, together, 
to the Genius, Alzim. He, perfidi- 
ous Being, told me I fhould meet, at 
court, with that Batbmendi I was fa 
.defirous to find. I followed his per- 
nicious advice and foon arrived at 
Ifpdhan. 1 there became acquainted 
with a young female Have, who be- 
longed to the miftrefs of the firft 
fecretary of the Grand Vifir. This 
ilave conceived » paffion for me ; 

and 
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and introduced me to her miftrefs> 
who, fitidin^ mc younger and hand- 
fomcr than her lover, took me into 
her houfe, pretending I was her bro- 
ther. The new brother was foon 
prcfented to the Vifir, and not long 
after promoted to an employment 
in the palace* 

I had nothing to do but accept 
what Fortune was lb ready to throw 
kt my way, and refnember to what 
I owed my advancement. As the 
Si»lcaB'» moth€« was old, and tiglyt 
and pofiefied of great influence, I 
took care to pay my cour^ to her, 
mod affiduoullyv She admitted me 
to enjoy the fame ftiendihip I had 
experienced from Ibe ^ve and hec 
miftrefs* 

From that ipomei&tj riches and 

hoiiors were ihowered thick upon 

• * mc^ 
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me. The Sultana procured for mc^ 
from the Sophi, every profitable and 
honorable office The Monarch, 
himfelf, had conceived the greateft 
affcdlion for me : he was fond of my- 
company bccaufe I flattered him 
with addrefs, and always gave hitn 
the advice I knew would pleafe hini 
beft. 

This>ehffrioF foon ftreceedbd: t» 
my wtflh. At the enA of tbree years 
I ftiw myielf, at once» prttse minifteri 
favorite of my fovereign> and %h^ 
lover of hisniotber ; poOcffcd of au- 
thority to appoint or dIfpUce Vifirs» 
-difpofing of every thing by my in- 
tcreft, and receiving, every mornings 
all the great men of the empire, at 
my levee, who "were happy if they 
could but obtain a fmile of encourage- 
ment. 

la 



# 
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In the mid ft of fo much good for- 
tune I was furprized that I had not 
met with Bathmendi. I fccm to pof- 
fcfs every thing I can defire, cried 1, 
and how Is it that I cannot, yet, find 
Bathmendi ? . This idea, and the con- 
ftraint and miftruft in which I paflTed 
my life, poifoned all my pleafures^ 
The older the Sultana grew the lefs 
eafily was (he fatisfied % and the duty 
impofed oh me by ' my gratitude 
grew every day more difagrccablc. 
Her tendernefs for me became my 
torment. Our meetings were (pent 
in fits of paiSon, and reproaches of 
ingratitude; which were fucceeded 
•by tears and careffes a hundred 
times more infupportable than her 
reproaches. 

My elevated ftation procured mc 
a thoufand flatterers, and an hun- 
dred thoufand enemies. For every 

. favor 



I '85 3 

favor I granted, I received onirilllirg 
thanks from one whom I had obligrd, 
and open cur(es from a thoufand 
whom I had difappolnted. My ge- 
nerals were defeated, and their mif- 
take^ attributed to me. When the 
Sophi adted fo as to pleafe the people 
he bad all the honor, and, when he 
a£ted otherwife, his mifcondud: was 
imputed to me. In (hort, I was de^ 
tefted by the multitude and abhorred 
by the court. I was infolted by an 
hundred libels. My matter was fre- 
quently out of humor, the Sultana 
never; pleafed, and I feemed lefs 
likely to find Bathmendi than ever. 

To put the finiihihg hand to all my 
misfortunes, the Sophi conceived a 
paflion for a young Mingrelian Have* 
The courtiers eagerly hoped to fee 
tlic miftrefs difplace the minifter. I 
warded ofFthis ftroke, by forming an 
alliance with the Mingrelian beauty, 

and 
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and by flattering and enceurfgipg the 
Sojphi inhispaflloa. 

His]ove^ however> increafedtoib 
violent a degree that he determined 
to marry his mlftrefs^ and aiked me 
my advice. For fome days I avoid- 
ed giving any anfwer. 

The Sultana, who feared (he muft 
lofc her power if her fon (hould mar- 
ry, fent to let me know that, unlcft 
I prevented the intended nuptials> 
(he would have me aiTaffinated the 
very day the ceremony took place. 
Ah hour after the Mix^grelian came 
herfclf to declare that, unlcfs I advi- 
fed the King to marry her the next 
day, fhe would have me ftraogled 
the day after. 

My fituation was embarraffiog j I 
had my choice, whether I would die 
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by the cord, or by poifooj or fave 
myfelf by flight. 1 determined oa 
the latter^ and^ having difguifed my- 
felf in the manner you fee, made 
my efcape from my palace, with a 
•£ew diamonds in my pocket, which 
will fenre to maintain myfelfand you 
in ibme remote corner of Indoftan^ 
•far from all Sultana mothers^ Min- 
,greUan beauties, and treacherous 
courts. 

Bekir, then, in his turn, related 
his adventures to .Mefrou, They 
both agreed, the wifefl: fiep they 
could take would be to return to 
Koufiftan, to their brother Tai, where 
the diamonds of Mefrou would be 
fufficient to fupport them the remain- 
der of their lives* Having thus de- 
termined, they took the road for 
Koufiftan, and journeyed feveral days 
without meeting with any adventure. 

As 
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As they were croffing the province* 
of Farfiftan, they arrived, towarda 
evening, at a fmall village, where 
they intended to pafs the nigjit. It 
happened to be a holiday^ and^ as 
they entered the village, they law 
feveral children belonging to the in- 
habitants, returning from walking. 
They were under the condud of a 
fchool matter, but meanly habited, 
who walked with his eyes fixed ou 
the ground, and appeared to have 
his thoughts employed on fomc me- 
lancholy fubjedt. The two brothers, 
having confidered him with fome 
attention, perceived, with great fur- 
prife,.it was Sadder, their brother 
Sadder. *" 

After the firft tranfports at fuch an 
unexpeftcd meeting had fubfided. 
What, cried Bekir, is it thus genius 
is rewarded ? 

You 
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You fee, rtpfied Sadder, it it ooc 
rated above its valoe. The tmdi 
affords ample fcope for philolbphical 
reflexions which, to be taxe^ is m 
great confolation. 

Having iaid this, he cooduded his 
fcholars home to their parents ^ and, 
taking Bekir and Mefrou to his cot- 
tage, cooked, bimfelf, a little rice for 
their fupper: then, after having 
heard their adventures, thus began 
to relate his own : 

The Genius, Alzim, who, as I 
ilrongly fufpeft, delights malicioully 
to fportwith the paffions of men, ad- 
vifed me to feek, that never to be 
found, Bathmendi, in the great city 
of Agra, among the wits and beau- 
ties of that metropolis. To Agra, 
therefore, I went, and determined to 

Vol. I. K make 
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hiake myrclf known by Tonne pro- 
dufirion of confequcnce. 

Hope and Induftry were expedi- 
tious^ and my work appeared. It 
contained a compleat courfe of all 
human fcicnceS, in one fmall volume 
of about 50 or 60 pages, divided 
into chapters. Each chapter corr- 
tained a tale, and every tale com- 
pleatly taught a fcience. My book 
had prodigious fuccefs, 

S©me criticifms appeared againft 
it, allcdging it was too prolix ; but 
it was bought up by all the faibion- 
a^le world, a circumftance wh'tch 
fufficicntly fweetened the gall of 
criticifm. My book rendered me 
famous : I wasx fought srfter and wel- 
come in every company that pretend- 
ed to wit. Whatever I faid was re- 
ceived 
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ceivedwith admiration, nothing was 
talked of or regarded but myfclf, 
and the favorite Sultana wrote me 
an ill fpeUed billet to invite me to 
court. 

This, faid I, is fomething. Al- 
zim has not deceived me ; my glory 
is at its height. I am going to court, 
and (hall find more certain methods 
to preferve myfelf in favor than ar- 
tifice and intrigue, I fliall pleafe ! 
I (hall captivate! I, (hall certainly 
find Bathmendi ! . 

The reception I met with, in the 
palace of the Great Mogul, equalled 
my moH fanguine wifties. The fa- 
vorite Sultana openly declared her- 
felf my patronefs, prefented mc to 
the Emperor, rcqucfted me to make 
verfes, enriched me with penfions, 
' admitted me into the number of her 
K2 mo(t 
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mod intimate friends^ and fwore to 
mcp a hundred times in a day^ that 
nothing (hould diminiih her efteem. 

I, in return, gave myfelf up to all 
thofe grateful emotions which might 
naturally be expefted to arife, from 
a dirpofition fo warm as mine. Se- 
cretly I vowed to devote the remain- 
der of my life to celebrate my bene- 
fadrefsj and wrote a poem in honor 
of her, in which the beams of the 
fun were eclipfed by the fplendor of 
her eyes ; and the vivid colors of 
ivory, coral, and the pearls of the 
Ferfian gulph, excelled by the beau- 
ties of her complexion, lips and 
teeth. 

Thefe delicate praifes, I had no 
doubt, would for ever (ccure me her 
protedtion. I now imagined the hap* 
py moment was arrived when I was 

to 
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to meet with Bathmendi : but my 
proteftrefe juft then embroiled her- 
felf with the Vifir, about the govern- 
ment ofa province, which he had re* 
f uied to beftow on the Ton of one of 
her favorites^ and folicited the Em^ 
peror to baniih the infolent minifter, 
who had dared to deny her requeft. 

The Emperor, however, who ba<l 
a great eftcem for his ViGfi rrfufrd 
the favorite ; fhe was therefor^ de- 
termined to concert a regular plan» 
that might enfure his deftrudion. 
I was chofen to promote her defigns, 
and received orders to compofe and 
publifh a fevere libel againll the ob-* 
jed of her hatred. 

The defired libel was foon written : 

that was not difficult. It was alfo 

well written ; for that alfo is eafy, 

K3 And 
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And it was read with avidity : as 
fuch produftions conftantly arc. 

The Vifir prefently knew I muft 
be the author. He immediately re- 
paired to the Favorite, and carried 
her the appointment he had at firft 
refufed, with an order on the trca- 
fury for a hundred thoufand darics ; 
aiking nothing, in return, but tliat 
I Khould be facrificed to his refent- 
me^it, and condemned to die in a 
dungeon. 

It is of no great confequence, re- 
plied the Favorite, what becomes of 
that wretch ; and I eftcem myfelf too 
happy to be able to oblige you in 
any thing. I will certainly deliver 
the infolent fellow into your hands, 
who has dared thus to defame, to 
vilify you, contrary to my exprcfs 

commands ! 

For- 



C ^95 1 

Fortunately one of her flaves^ who 

"(vas . prefenCji^ c^e itninediately to 
give me an account of this coverfa- 
tion, an^ I ha4 juft time enough to 
cfcape. . 

" Since 'th^t 'time I have wandered 
over all Hindoftan, fubfifting by 
writing romances, making verfes, and 
laboring fbr the bookfellers, who 
cheated me ; ' and, more fufpicioifsf 
of my want of abilities than their own 
mnt of generofity, continually foun4 
fault with my matter and flyle. 

When I. was wealthy my works 
werd without iequal, btft,-fo foon as I 
became poor, every thing I wrote was" 
treated with contempt ^ or, at be ft, - 
with indij(Ference. At length, tired 
of inftrudling the world, I thought 
it preferable to become a fchool- 
mafter^ in this little Village, where 
K4 I eat 
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I eat brown bread, and have no 
hopes of ever finding Bathmendi. 

It depends on yourfelf to be re- 
moved from fo difagreeable a fitu- 
ation, faid Mefrou. You may re- 
turn, with us, to Koufifian ; where 
a few diamonds, which I have 
about me, will fecure us a quiet and 
comfortable fubfiftance. . 

It was no difficult matter to per- 
fuade Sadder to comply with this ad- 
vice; and, the next morning, the 
three brothers left the village, before 
it was light, and took the road to 
Koufiftan. 

On the laft day of their journey, 
and when they were not very far from 
the houfe of Tai, the expeftation of 
feeing their brother confoled them for 
all their misfortunes. But their hope 

was 
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was milled wsh fexr. Ferrrogs 
laid tb^, wc (hiH not trmf \nnu We 
left him peer, and it caoxuc be ex- 
peded he Cboold have tbimd Bkici- 
mendi, fincc be vas dqc ia a conci* 
tioD to feck him. 

I muft confe^^ Bud Sadder^ I have 
often thought of that Bathmcndi^ ib 
much talked of hj Alzim, and am 
ftrongly inciroed to fofpcft the Ge* 
nius merely meant lo ridicuie us. 
Bathmendi does not, nor ever did« 
cxift I for, fince my brother, Bckir^ 
could not meet with him, when he 
commanded the Pcrfian amiy ; fince 
Mefrou could never hear of him,whi]e 
he was the favorite of a powerful 
monarch \ fmce 1 myfelf knew no* 
thing of him, when my reputation 
and fortune were at the highcft, I 
cannot help miftrufting that this 
K 5 Ruih- 
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Baihmendi is, merely, an imaginary 
Being i a chimera, which men hunt 
after, from their natural propenlity 
to believe in every abfurd fable. 

He was proceeding in his demon- 
ilration, that Bathmendi had no exif- 
tcnce, when a band of robbers ruftieci 
from behind the rocks, among which 
the road winded, and commanded 
them to drip. Bckir endeavored to 
make fome re(ifl:ance> but was foon 
difarmed ; and four of the banditti, 
holding their poniards to his breaft^ 
quickly divefled him of all his ha- 
biliments; while their companions 
did the fame by Mefrou and Sadder. 

This buGnefs was difpatched in an 
inftant; after which the chief of the 
robbers wilhed them a good day, and 
left them all three naked in the mid- 
dle of the highway, 

Here 
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Here is an addlciocial praaf of what 
I advanced, did Sadder. The ru- 
cab, cried Bekir, have taken away 
niyfword. Aod my diamonds, added 
Mcixoa^ in a tone truly forrowfiiU 

It was now night, the three unfor- 
tunate adventurers, therefore, made 
all poffible haftc to reach the houfc 
of their brother ; at length they ar- 
rived at his dwelling, the fight of 
which brought tears into their eyes. 
They ftood fome time at the door, 
and dared not knock : all their fears 
and uncertainty returned. 

At laft, Bekir, mounted on a large 
ftone, near the door, and looking 
through a crevice, in the fliutterof the 
window, perceived a neat little room,* 
fimply furnifhed, and his brother, 
Tai, fitting at table, in the midft of 
his children^ who were eating, laugh ^ 
* . K 6 ing, 
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have chofcn me to be the execu- 
tioner of their m after and mine. 
For, if I muft peri(h,or attempt the 
life of the Czar, I had far rather pe- 
riih innocent. 

Thou ihalt not perifh, virtuous 
youth, cried the Ruffian : to the Czar 
himfelf thou art now fpeaking, and 
he will not fail to recompence fuch 
ingenuous and noble fentiments. 

In fad, the monarch had gone, in 
the difguife of a flave, and over- 
heard a part of the plot in the tavern. 
This difcovery infpired him with the 
idea of joining the ruffians, who 
had confpired his deftruftidn. He 
boldly repaired thither, and mixed 
with the aflaffins. He perceived that 
Ofakoi feemed difturbed, and hefi- 
tated in his anfwers ; he determined 

there- 
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thcrcforr to laTC Lias, if k^s g:::-^ 
than the reft. 

Thofe II ho coc£der this rcbr^a 
as romantic ought to rcmeoibn^ 
that the Life of Peter the Great is 
filled with foch advenrarcs. 

That monarch, bom to form anew 

the manners of his people^ defirous 

of feeing every thing with his own 

fycs, frequently difguifed himfelf 

-and mixed with public companies^ 

'where drunken debauchery renders 

the tongue incapable of keeping a 

fecret, and owed to this pradice, 

however dangerous it may appear, 

the difcovery of a number of plots 

formed againft him. His people re- 

fpeOicd no lefs than they feared 

him, and it was a common exprcf- 

V fion among them, " Let us behave 

L 3 well> 
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well, for* the Emperor hears all wc 
fay." 

After having infufed courage mto 
Ofakoi, by heaping on him com- 
mendations aad carcffes, he diredted 
him to rejoin his comrades at the ta- 
vern, and excufe his flay by his little 
acquaintance with the flreets of 
Mofcow. 

The flave entertained no fufpi- 
cionsy and the next day Ofakoi ac- 
.companied him to the meeting of 
the confpirators. It was determined 
that the palace fhould be fet on fire» 
andj during the confufion this muft 
occafion, one part of their number 
fhould plunder the city, while the 
other, with Ofakoi at their bead^ 
fliould* join their confederates from 
the caftle, who were ^ now named^ 

and 
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ind appeared to be (bme of the firff 
perfbns in the ftate: proceeding 
thence to the apartmeotof the Em* 
pe^or^ they were to dab him when 
he came out to enquire the occafion 
of the tumult. But^ while they were 
exacting the oath which was to bind 
thefe aflaffifls to each other^ the 
Czar's guards came fuddenly upon 
them. They were all thrown into 
a dungeon, and the accomplices 
they had named (ecured« Their 
punifhment inftantly followed, and 
they were the fame day delivered into 
the hands of the executioner. 

Ofakoi experienced no gradations 
in his good fortune, and was only 
preceded in the favor pf the Em- 
peror by Prince Menzikoflf, who had 
bccn.raifed from the lowcft of the 
people to the greatcft dignities, 
L 4 whence 
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whence his inconftancy precipitated 
him a few years after inco the mod 
extreme mifery. 
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LETTER 
FROM M.dclaPLACE, 

TO THE 

iHARCLUIS OF X 

Containing a fingalar Akecdotb 
relative to the credulity of the £unoiis 
Marivaux, a French Poet. 

I Should not have told you while 
he was living, my dear Marquis^ 
but fince M. de R * ♦ has already 
acquainted you with feveral of his 
peculiarities^ and you feem in- 
clined to believe I know more of 
them than any other perfon, I can- 
. not but confefs that our late much 
cftcemed Marivaux, notwithftand- 
ing all his wit, and found philofo- 
phy, in which perhaps no one ever 
C^tccllcd him, was, with regard to 
L 5 cgrcaui 
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certain fubjefls^ eredulous to a mod 
furprifing degree; you may judge 
from the following anecdote. 

One winter evening, when a dan- 
gerous cold obliged me to keep my 
chamber^ he called to fee me^ as he 
came from the academy, almoft 
dead with cold, and coughing more 
violently and frequently than I did 
myfelf, which appearred to me the 
more extraordinary, as I knew how 
very careful he always was of his 
health. 

You muft not be too fevcre on 
,me, faid he, defirous to prevent my 
farcaftic remarks. Every thing muft 
have an end, indeed I am quite tired 
of fo much reftraint and regimen, 
which, inftead of removing my ca- 
tarrhous complaint, feem only to 
increafe it* Befides, notwithftand- 
the danger to which I may feem ex- 

pofcd 
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pofed, bj goii^ oar in facli vcadier 
as the prdeot, I JiaTc feorty and, 13 
my own opinion, pertcdW iadsfac- 
tory reaibrs why I flxHild not 1^ 
prchend any ill coofeqnenccs. 

This declaration appears* ib ez-^ 
travagantylaid I, looking fiill at him, 
that^. had it proceeded from any 
oae beGde yourfelf, I fliould have 
thought him deftitute of commoQ. 
fenfe. 

Jfuppofe you would^ my good* 
friend, replied he, but let the matr 
ter reft, and make no mention of* 
what yoahaveheard^ 

How Sir! Sufftr m« to fay, my 

curiofity, after what I have heard, is ^ 

not lefs than my anxiety. If you can 

doubt this, I am not worthy the 

L 6 friendp 



friendfbip with which you hare 
hitherto honored tnc« 



After a moment's filence on both 
fidesy I am to blame^ cried he* Your 
ferious air fhews me how much I * 
have excited your furprize^ and I 
think it my duty to expiate my im- 
prudence, by relating an adventure 
at which you will probably laughs 
but which I can no longer refufe to 
the friendly attention and concern 
you at prefent feel. Let us there- 
fore be left alone,— >and now lifteu 
to my recirak 

Born at Paris, of a refpeflable 
family, my father, who formerly 
Was fuperintendant of the coinage at 
Riom, having left me fome property^ 
the ardor of youth^ together with 
the hope of increadng my fortune, 
caufed me to 1)ecome the dupe of 

the 



the fiJtfDXi if nexjff ^xr2ic7£u3«r»ar.. 
whcii, after ibrot iriloBii: iu'.ixfrx^ 
finding JuvkLz ::.iiitscsri*£X am. *iai- 
cd like IB2G7 €C:«£rSv 2^c W9TuamsL 
from mf jgrcarrje i;:ssB^ I Jdc s^ 
coucie t» vritkg iur £ii£ 



having p ro cujt d sencsc sume naa 
profit, lyidded todse fci crtgicnm 
of an old fanaJe iriarrnr,, «^ «aa 
fuppofed ID be icvy rki:, and 1^ 
cut for Lyons, V2.f7c I iica fzfzad 
myfelf not a llttic difgcfUd ac kt? 
fituation, as the lady was ftdt^y aai 
peeviJh, and far firocn being t> rkk 
as had been repotted. 

During my contjimacce in this 
way of life, extremely unfmtable 
to fo aftive a fpirit as mine, going 
one day into one of the moft fre^ 
quented coffee houfes of the city> I 

was 
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was ftruck by the appearance of a 
little old man^ ^bo feemed as 
ancient as Time* himfelf is com* 
monly reprefented, but whofe lively 
eye and. countenance, as expreffive 
as uncommon, intereftcd me great* 

I approached, hoping to en*» 
gage him in a converfation which 
might enable me to form a better 
judgment of his charafter, but I 
was deceived in^ my expe3:ations 
for, whether he was difpleafed with 
my forward eagcrnefe or. was im 
Ideality going before L.came up to^ 
him, he immediately paid for his 
di(h of coffee, and faluting me with - 
a cold and diftant polkenefs left the. 
room. 

Piqued at his behavior, and o- 
bliged to follow him by a kind of- 

irrefift- 
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mefiftiUe charm, I went ou* aIuj 
hiin^ and^ keepin}'^ Unu <<. '-//»*, 
though at a dillatncc, )>i<Ujiti/ U^ 
him go down otM: of tl^*: wai/ •, ol 
the Fauxbourg dc Jii (>liii <pi^it 
which I likewiii^ unnitdi4u;iy Ki. 
tered. 

He walked al<ni<;, in 01**- o' j ►.' 
moft retired alkysj aii'1 1; liM«a*j> 
again to o0end^ wr^r hjLo ^i> 
other, pretendiuij not to i'u'r^*.^h/ 
notice of bin), tuoup^lj i»i luc i^.i^* 
time infenfibly aj4^i</a'.nu,i' ;**ii,, 
but feeo^ingly altenUv^. to 4ki«oii«A.' 
objeft* 

However, as I coUi^^ ^.Jmu, l^/ 
a fide glance tliiti i*<: jAiu.i^M' 
and no Jonger eiKi^^awr^c to in<o.<J 
me, when I came to tii'. U/tto/ii o< 
the walk^ lemertd ti*4i ii* v/iii':i- 1m: 
was, fiiil afle^ii^ ;ti:i ^yku< U^ 
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havlqr^ and, prefcntly after mcef-" 
ing him, faluted him fo refpeftfully 
that he could no longer doubt he 
was TecoUe6led by me. 

. But how great w^s my furprize 
when, on turning, at the end of the 
walk, I looked in vain for the Gran- 
ger who had fo much engaged itiy 
curiofity, and whp, as I was informed 
by one of the Porters, had juft left 
the place. 

You are no ftranger to wy difpo* 
fition or opinions my friend, con- 
tinued Marivaux, who faw I could 
not help fmiling. 

Far from finding my curiofity 
diminiflied, it was fo much in* 
creafcd that, having fought him a- 
gain the next day, and found bim ii> 
the fame place, I fofiicientiy over- 
came 
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came my timidity to go up to him, 
and^ with as much earneflnefs as I 
was capable of at that age^ intreat- 
ed him to grant me his company, 
though only for a few minutes. 

I know you, Monfieur de Mari- 
vaux, anfwered he, fmiling; and 
you may perceive that the trouble 
you have been at to procure a know- 
ledge of me has not efcaped my 
notice : but in this endeavor (at leaft 
at prcfent) you will not luccecd. 

How ! Sir : I have the honor to 
be known to you and yet you will 
refufe — 

Be calm.— Yes ; I know you, and 
knew your father, and the greater 
part of your relations; and, what is 
more, I know the motives which 
brought you hither, and am as well 

acquain- 
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acquainted as you are yourfelf with^ 
your diiguft at your prefcnt fituation i 
but reafons whicK I cannot difcover 
compel me to beg you will enquire 
no farther, and be not ofFcndcd if 
I now take my leave, 

I afk your pardon, Sir^ but fince 
you know me may I not at lea& 
hope- 
No, I tell you, I cannot now, 
and it is to no purpofc to prefs me 
any more. Do not attempt to fol- 
low me, it can be of no advantage 
to you, but may prove hiirtful ta 
us both.. I can only fay you have 
excited in me a confiderable regard 
for you, of which it depends oa 
yourfelf to receive one day convincr 
ing proof3. Adieu, then,, my dear 
Marivaux> continue to cultivate liter- 
ature, and above all to preferve your 

redtitude ^ 



TC&itudc ; and, what ever may bap^ 
pen, be certain, and rely on my 
word for it, you Jball net die till jw 
ha^efeen me again. Once more adieu, 
we are obfervcd, and I cannot ftay 
any longer. 

The next day I made a very 
diligent fearch in all the coffee- 
houfes, public places, and inns of 
Lyons, but to no purpofc. This 
extraordinary perfbn was known to 
no one, and feemed to nave been a 
phantom vifible to me alone. I have 
now lived almoft forty years and 
kave not feen him fince. 

Such is my hiftory, faid Marivaux, 
fighing ; and, in fpite of every en- 
deavor to difregard the imprelfion 
made on me by this adventure, I 
never can perfuade myfelf that this 
man was either an imaginary being 

or 



or an impoftor; who had aoy kind of 
intsreflr, prefent orfuture>in abuQng 
the credulity of a perfon fronn whom 
he had nothing to hope> ajid (till 
kfs to fean 

I then perceived, my dear Marquis, 
how in[)prpbable it was I Ihould be 
able to remove a prejudice fo deeply 
rooted : it even appeared to me that^ 
could I efie£b it, it would only be 
doing my friend an unkiadnefs, iince 
in rendered him perfediy ^^{y ua4si 
his aibn6D:t$, and I have iince learn- 
ed, by Madamoifelle de $je. Jean at 
whofe houfe^ he lived, that he died> 
at the age of fcventy-five, with- 
out doubting the truth of what 
had been told him by his little old 
man, or abandoaing the expedation 
of feeing him once more, 

t have the honor, &c. 

SOPH- 
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SOPHRONIMUS AND CHARITES, 

O R THE 

GODDESS OF MILETUS, 

A TALE. 
BY THE CHEVALIER DE FLORIAK. 

SOPHRONIMUS was a native of 
Thebes. His father, who was 
of an ancient family in Corinth, had 
fettled in the capital of Beotia. He 
foon after died, and his wife fur* 
vived him but a Ihort time. 

Sophronimus, at twelve years of 
age, found himfelf without parents^ 
* without fortune, and without pro- 
tedlor. 

-Among 
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Among all his calamities^ the lofs 
of his parents caufed him the moft 
fenfible grief; he went every day to 
mourn over their tomb, and after- 
wards returned home to eat the bread 
he received, as an alms, from one 
of the priefts of Minerva. One day, 
as this friendlefs orphan was wander- 
ing about the city, he flroled by 
chance into the fhop of the famous 
Praxiteles. He was tranfported at 
the fight, of the immortal works of 
that great artift ; the more he con- 
fidered the more-he admired them, 
and, addreffing himfelf to Praxiteles, 
with that confidence and thofe win- 
ning graces which are peculiar to 
childhood, father, faid he, give me 
a chifiel, and teach me to become a 
great man, like yourfelf. Praxiteles 
fuTveyed, the child, aftoniflied at the 
fire which fparkled in his eyes. Ten- 
derly 
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dcrlji embracing him, yes, faid he,' 
I will undertake to be your inftruc- 
tor^ and may you, ^creafcer^ furpais 
your matter. 

Young Sopbroninfius felt bis heart 
<^verfiow with delight and gratitude. 
He never left Praxiteles, and foon 
gave proofs of moft fuperior natural 
talents. At eighteen years of age 
he had produced woilcs which his 
mafter needed not have been a{ham- 
ed to own. 

As it happened, about this time, 
Praxiteles died, and left, by will, 
a very confiderable fum to his favo- 
rite pupil . Sophronimus was incon- 
folable: he no longer could refide 
in Thebes •, he left his country, and 
availed himfelf of the legacy of his 
benefaftor, to wander over the realms 
of Grce'cf • 

As 
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As he carried with hinOj ii^here 
ever he went, that love for the truely 
beautiful) and that delire to learn, 
by which he had been infptred from 
his youthy he unremittingly im- 
proved in knowledge. Every maf- 
terly model he beheld taught him 
fomething new. 

His mind and manners grew every 
day more polifhed ; and^ as he was 
more intent on acquiring talents he 
had not than in the admiration of 
thofe he already poflTefled, Sophro- 
nimuS) at twenty years of age, was 
the mod accomplilhed and amiable 
of men. Having refolvcd to fettle 
in fome great city, he pitched on 
Miletus^ a colony of the Greeks^ on 
the coaft of Ionia. He purchafed 
a fmall houfe> and procured a fub- 
fiftance by fculpturc. 

* Fame, 
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Tame, though frequently too flow 
to reward merit, did not delay to 
proclaim the abilities of Sophroni^ 
niufi. His works were foon in the 
greateft cfteem, and their beauties 
the only topic of public difcouife. 
The young Theban did not fufFer 
himfelf to be intoxicated wiih praife, 
but redoubled his endeavors to ex- 
cell. He paffed the day at work, in 
his fhop, in tranquillity and content, 
and the evening in reading Homer. 
This inftruftive amufement, at once 
elevated his mind, and furniflied 
him with ideas for the dcfigns of the 
morrow. He then thanked the gods, 
and retired to -reft; fitisfied with the 
day paft, and prepared for the day 
to come. 

This happinefs was too great to 

be durable. The only enemy who 

Vol. L M can 



can deprive Virtue of peace de- 
ftroyed the tranquillity of Sopbro- 
nimus. Charites, the daughter of 
Ariftasus, came, witji her father, to 
vifit the (hop of the young Theban. 
The moft beautiful virgins of Ionia 
appeared eclipfeS and obfcure in the 
prefence of Charites ; and her mind 
was no lefs lovely than her counte- 
nance. Ariftasus, her father, the 
richeft of all the inhabitants of Mi- 
letus, had devoted himfelf entirely 
to the education of his daughter. 
The love of virtue was the natural 
offspring of her heart, and all his 
treafures were employed to adorn 
her mind with every ornamental ac- 
compliihment. Charites, atfixteen, 
was more beauteous then Helen, 
reafoned like Plato, and fang like 
Orpheus. 

Sophro* 
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. SophronitnuSy when he firfl fav 
her» felc an emotion he had never 
before experienced. He call his 
eyes to the ground and fcarceljr 
could pronounce a word* Ariftaius, 
attributing his embarraflhient to re- 
fpeft, encouraged him, by expref- 
fions of the utmoft kindncfs. Let 
me beg you, faid he, to fliew us 
your mod beautiful ftatue. Alas ! 
replied Sophronimus, I have had 
the prefumption to imagine and form 
a Venus, with which, till to-day, I 
was. very well fatisfied; but I now 
perceive its imperfeftions. So fay- 
ing, he difcovered his Venus; catt- 
ing, at the fame time, a timid glance 
on Charites. She perfeftly under- 
ftood his meaning, and fcemed en- 
tirely taken up with examining the 
ftatue, though her thoughts were, 
in reality, employed oft the young 
fculptor. 

M 2 Arif- 



C 240 ] 

Ariftaeus, having admired the 
works of Sophronimus, left his (hop, 
. promifing to return. Charites, as 
flie went, faluted him with an air of 
the utmoft condefcenfion and affabi- 
lity, and poor Sophronimus, for the 
firft time, perceived be was left alone 
in his houfe. 

In the evening he did not read 
Homer; his mind was intent on 
' Charites ; and the next day, inrtead 
of returning to his labor, he vifited 
every part of the city in hopes of 
meeting her. He faw her again, 
and, from that moment, enjoyed 
no more reft, no more addicted him- 
felf to ftudy ; his unfinifhed ftatues 
remained untouched 5 Apollo, Di- 
ana, and Jupiter, were no longer 
regarded by Sophronimus : Charites^ 
alone, employed all his thoughts. 

He 
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He daily frequented the Circus, and 
the places of public amLir^-rncnt* 
When he had not fccn, he re- 
turned home to think of her ; and, 
when he had, to contrive the means 
of feeing her again. 

At length his fame, his repeated 
endeavors, and his addrcfs, procured 
him admiffion into the houfc of Arif- 
taeus. He obtained an interview 
with Charites, which only fervcd flill 
more to inflarae his paflion. But 
how was it.poffiblcfor him to declare 
it? How fliould he, a fculptor, 
without fortune and without rela- 
tions, pretend to the mod advanta- 
geous match in the city ? Every cir- 
'cumftance combined with his deli- 
cacy to forbid hitn to fpcak. Cha- 
rites was fp rich that a, poor man 
had no rigb«o difcern (he was lover 
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to leave Miletus. He made no 
doubt but Chaiites, ofiended at his 
prefumptioo, bad^ beiielf, foUiclred 
this mandate. I have defervcd my 
fate, cried he, yet I do not repent. 
Oh ye gods I fccure her happinefs, 
and accumulate, on my head, every 
evil which elfe might threaten hen 
Without repining at the fcvcrity of 
his judges, he walked, difconfblately, 
towards the port, and embarked oo 
board a Cretan ihip. 

Charites' father, however, did not 
think proper to let his daughter 
know the real caufe of his banifli- 
ment. Nevcrthelcfs (he fulpefted ir. 
She had read, in the eyes of theThe- 
ban, what ihe would not have dared 
to look on in his letter. She paid 
the tribute of her tears to the me^ 
mory of a man who had been ren- 
M 4 dered 
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dered wretched, through his p^flion 
for her. But Charites was very 
young i (he foon forgot her lover, 
and AriftsBus, having removed the 
caufe of his fear, employed all his 
thoughts on procuring an advanta- 
geous match for his daughter, when 
an unforfeen event threw all Miletus 
into conQernation. 

Some pirates> from Lemnos, had 
feized on one of the quarters of the 
city; and, before the inhabitants 
could take arms to repel the inva- 
ders, thpfe barbarians had pillaged 
the temple of Venus, and carried 
away the ftatue of the goddefs. This 
ftatue was the palladium of Miletus ; 
and the profperity of the Milefians 
depended ojx it's remaining in, their 
poffeffion. 

Alarmed 



i-jmEi. 2: tne:* i.~;is i:i?t- trnt 
aci>i>ailiaiaii5 ir I>:.rna? ir cor. -It: 
A'ddI.'d. Tic DTszit anfwcTrc liac 
Miiens rnuii iir^'sr T^ii^r is fxvniKT 

feaniM iTT^iKT zhsc "wnicfa imi her:) 



iifced, lirai^g^b HI Grecrp. t'bat inr 

k-ncs cf g-cld, feou' a be rht revsrvi 
of the fculpr^r, wh3 Ifcouli fulfil 
the conditions of the oriclc. Sc* 
veral arnils, of eminence, brought 
their works, ivhich were expvifed ia 
the public market -place, to the aij* 
miration of the magiftrates and th« 
pcoj)le ; but no faoner was any iU* 
tue placed 011 the altar than it wnn 
thrown down, by a (u pern mural 
M 5 power. 



C 24fi ] 

power. The Milcfians, in dcfpair, 
began thcti to regret they had ba- 
nlflied Sophronimus ; and demanded 
his recal in the moft clamorous 
manner. / 

J^riftseus, himfelf^ wts compelled 
to make enquiry after the Cretan 
veflel^ on board of which he had 
embarked, in order to difcover where 
the exile might probably be found : 
but it was at length known the veflel 
had been loft, with all the crew» 
near the ifle of Naxos* 

The diflraded Milefians mur- 
mured againft their magiftrate, and 
attributed all their misfortunes to 
his want of vigilance. They im- 
puted to him the invafion of the bar- 
barians, and the death of Sophroni- 
musy whoqi he had caufed to be 

bani/hed 
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baniftied lanjuftly.- From murmurs 
they, at length, proceeded* to vio- 
lence. They furround and force 
the houfe of Ariftaeus ; neither the 
prayers nor tears of Charites avail, 
to fave her father. Arifisus was 
feized, loaded with irons, and 
thrown into a dungeon ; and the 
people paflcd a decree that he 
Ihould not be fet at liberty, till the 
ftatue of Venus was replaced. 

Charites, in defpair, determined 
to go, herfelf, to Athens, Corinth, 
and Thebes, in fearch of an artift 
who might deliver her father. She 
firft, however, paid all attention to 
the proper means of Ibftening his 
fufferings : ike appointed a (lave, to 
relieve hiis every want, and,, having 
thus given him all the eafe and her- 
&lf all the fatisfadion m her power, 
M 6 Qxs 
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ihe fitted out aveflel, took with 
her a prodigious treafure, and de- 
parted. 

Her voyage, during the firft two 
or three days, was profperous : the 
winds feemed to have taken her un- 
der their prote(9:ion ; but, on a fu5- 
den, a dreadful ftorm forced the 
veffel from its courfc, and obliged 
the pilot to take refuge in a bay 
to which he was a ftranger. No 
fooncr had he entered it than the 
tempeft ceafed, and the fun appeared 
in all its fplendor. Charites, in- 
vited by- the ferenity of the iky, was 
induced to land, to repofe herfelf, 
awhile, after the fatigues of her 
voyage. She quickly gained the 
(here, and, fcating hcrfelf on a jflow- 
ry bank, funk into a gentle flumbcr, 
which, foi" a moment, made her for- 
get 
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.get all her forrows. She foon awoke, 
and, feeing her flaves were ftill 
aflecp, was unwilling to difturb 
them. She walked, alone, upon 
the beach, medicating on her mif- 
fortunes, and defirous to fee more 
of thefe uninhabited fcenes. She 
paffcd the rocks, which defended 
the interior parts ofcheifland from 
the waves. 

•Not far from thence (he per- 
ceived a delightful valley, watered 
by two limpid dreams, and covered 
with fruit trees. She ftood, for a 
moment, to contemplate the charm^ 
ing profpcft. It was then one' of 
the fineft days of fpring: all the 
trees were in bloflbm, and drops of 
water,, from the late ftoim, (till 
hung on the leaves of ihe flowers, 
to which the rays of the fun gave 

. the 
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the appearance of precious fiones* 
Multitudes of bees and papitio^^ 
enlivened by the return of thefun- 
Ihine, fluttered 'round the odorifer- 
ous plants, yet feared to alight left 
they fliQuld injure their tranfparent, 
wings. The Nightingale and the 
Linnet, recovered from their terrpr, 
made the groves refound with their 
melody, while their females were 
intent on procuring materials to 
compleat their nefts, 

Charites was tranfported with the 
fcene; fhc defcended into the valleyv 
and, croffing the mead, perceived, 
«t fome diftance, a low hut, encom- 
paffcd with green reeds. The en- 
'trance was concealed by a fmall 
wood, which, when (he approached, 
flie heard the murmurs of a ftream, 
meandring ntarber; and ibon* after 

the 



C 251 ] 

the mufic of a lyre, accompanied by 
a mod fweet and harmodious votce^ 
finging the following words. 

I. 

Rafli was the Youth who durft afpire 
Oh Jove's high Qifccn his love to place : 
But, ah ! fevere that heavenly ire 
That gave a Cloud to his embrace. 

n. 

Like him I dar'd, like him, deceived. 
Audacious gazM on charms divine I 
Like him too eagerly believed ; 
Like him I now unpitied pine. 

IIL 
Ah ! Goddefs dear, 'twas moft uftmeet 
I fliould the Lover's boon implore ; 
Prefumptuous hope for blifs fo great : 
Yet ftill I may and rauft adore.* 

* This poem is not a tranflation* The 
original, thouj^h poetical and tender, has the 
defcdt, too common to fliort lyric poems, of 
not being a whole. One of the thoughts there- 
fore has been taken for the fubje6l of the aboTC 
fong," 

Scarcely 
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Scarcely was the fong finiflied be- 
fore Charites, recognizing the voice 
of Sophronimus, fainted away. Her 
lover, apprized ,by the foiind that - 
fome one is near, runs to learn^ who. 
He beholds Charites, ftrctched, in- 
fenfible, on the ground, takes her 
in his arms,, carries, hjer to tW brink 
of the ftream, and, throwing- fome 
water on her beauteous countenance,- 
foon reftores her to life and light. 
Sophronimus was at her fcGt. 

Art thouCharites, faid he ; or fome 
Goddefs ! affiiming her heavenly 
form ? 

I am the daughter of Ariftseus, 
replied the virgin ; and you alone 
can fnatch my father from danger 
and death. 

Tcit 



C *53 1 

Tdl nic, cried the trinfported 
SophroniniTis, what I muft do ? Mj 
life ihAil be cevotci to his fafecy. 

Charites then informed him ia 
what rr.anncr he might prcfervc her 
country, and deliver her father. Joy 
iparkled in the eyes of her lover as 
Ihe (poke. 

Fear nothing, fa id he, with mo« 
deft confidence brightening in his 
countenance ; I have a ftatue in my 
hut, which I have hopes will fatisfy 
the goddefs: nay it cannot fail^ 
cried the enraptured youth! But 
you muft promife me you will not 
fee it, till it is placed io the temple 
at Miletus. 

The daughter of Ariftajus con- 
fented without hefitation, and So- 
phronimus related to her in what 

manner 
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manner he alone had been prcfcrved, 
after the ftiip wreck, together with 
his utenfils fbr fculpturc. He found, 
in that unpeopled ifland, water, 
frdits and marble. Alone, in this 
litflc hut^ he had fini(hed the ftatue 
which was to <?ffedt the deliverance 
of Ariftsus. Come, faid he, and 
fee where I fo long have lived j cm- 
ploying all my thoughts on you; 

Charites followed Sophronimus 
into his cottage, in every part of 
which (he faw her name written^ 
and her pidture delineated. 

Forgive m?, faid the fculptor, if, 
alone, in this ifland, I have dared 
to exprefs the fentiments of my 
heart. I was in no danger of being 
bani(hed hence* 

The 



The rccoHcftion brought tears 
into the «yes of the compaffionate 
Charites. Tenderly regarding him^ 
ihe replied, alas> you know^ ic wa3 
not I who - - • - 

The half finifhed fentencc died 
npon her lips. Another fenfation, 
pity for an imprifoned father, feized 
Charites ; it was awakened by a 
ftatue, covered with a veil, and 
(landing on a kind of altar. Let 
us lofe no time, faid fhe. Com- 
mie this, the labour of genius ■ ■ 

Of love, interrupted SophronirauSfc 

' Into the hands of my flaves, con- 
tinued Charites. Let them convey 
it where I am firft to be permitted 
to fee it; to Miletus. You will 
come with me ; for, whatever may 
be the event, 1 feem to feel we fliall 

now be feperated no more* 

SophrO'* 



Sophronimus, tranfported with the 
happy lover V frenzy, kifled the hand 
of the virgin, and met with no re* 
pulfe. - Together they returned to- 
wards the'fhore, and were fbon join- 
ed by a number of Haves and failors, 
who, alarmed at the abfence of their 
miftrefs, had fought her all over the 
ifland. Charites -ordered them ta 
bear away the yelled ftatue to the 
yeflel, with the utmoft c^r^. Her 
commands were imra^diat/sly obeyed. 

Sophronimus, before he left his 
hut, with tears of gratitude offered 
up thanks to .the ^uftic Deities, who 
had afforded hinti their protedlion 
in his afylum. H^ placed. on the 
altar on which thQ ftatue had flood 
all his tools, and dedicated them tp 
the god Pan; afterwards,. refpeftfuUy 
kifling the threlhold of ihedQor,. hi- 
ther 
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ther will I return and die, cried So- , 
phronimus, if I may not be permit- 
ted to live for Charites. After this 
farewell, they went on board the 
veffcl and failed for Miletus. 

The voyage was profperous and 
fliort J fortunately fo forCharite's, who 
wiflied Sophronimus to have efFeded 
her father*s deliverance before flie 
avowed her paffion ; had it been 
longqr the lover perhaps might have 
obtained this avowal ere it had been 
fo inconteftably merited ; but the 
prudence of Charites, the refpeft 
of Sophronimus,' and, above all, 
the fwift favoring winds brought 
the two lovers to Miletus, without 
any farther explanation than what 
had pafled on the defart ifland. 

A- 

The name of Sophronimus fpread 

joy univcrfal throughout Miletus* 

The 
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The people who loved him affcm- 
bled, and determined it was unne- 
ccflary for the ftatue to undergQ 
any previous examination : they in- 
fifted it fhould immediately be ex- 
pofed to the proof of the altar of 
Venus. It was therefore borne to 
the temple, where the multitude 
that attended it was immenfe. 

Charites, trembling, followed So^ 
phroni'mus, who advanced with the 
ftatue, covered with a veil. He 
placed it oo the altar, with a modeft 
yet not a doubtful air. He placed 
it — and it remained ! It fell not, as 
all the preceding ones had done. 
Anxious hope trembled in the eyes 
of the Milefians and filence was on 
their lips. Sophronimus ftood for 
a few moments, then drew afide the 
veil. Amazement feized the aflem- 
J^ly, and the name of Charites fgd- 

dcnly 
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dcnly tfltft from every tongue. Cha- 
rites was th# Venus of Sophronimus. 
Charites, ever prefeht to his memo* 
ry^ had infpired^ had taught him to 
emulate, and to equal, the per- 
fedions of the deity of Miletus ! 

The Goddefs accepted the offering 
with fatisfaftion ; and declared, by 
the mouth of her high prieft, the 
oracle was accompliihed. The peo- 
ple rent the air with plaudits and 
. (bouts of joy ; they furroundcd So- 
phronimus, and required him to 
nanxe his own reward, 
»• 
Deliver Ariftasus, replied he ; to 
honor and liberty reftore him, and I 
am overpaid- 

Immediately the crowd haftened 
to the prifon. Charites wiihed to be 
the firft to relieve her father. She 

em- 



embraced him, informed him of his 
prcfent freedom, but fpokc with 
dqwn-caft eyes, as often as ftie men- 
tioned the name of Sophronimus, 
The grateful Ariftasus haftens to 
meet his deliverer, throws himfelf 
into his arms, and baths him with 
his tears. 

My friend, my fon, cried he, I 
have been rafli, I have been wrong; 
but Chantes nriuft atone -for the er- 
rors of Ariftasus, Saying thus, he 
joined the^hands of the lovers, the 
people applauded, and the inhabi- 
tants of Miletus followed with gar- 
lands of flowers and nuptial fongs ; 
while the children of Ariftasus went 
to fwear eternal fidelity at' the foot 
of that ftatue which was^ at once, a 
monument of the beauty of Charites 
and the aifeftion of Sophronimus. 

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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